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Dear traveler,

We've always done things our
own way in Galena Country.
Never rigid, but always true

to ourselves. You won't find a
chain coffee shop or cookie-
cutter resort here. What you
will find is a journey that's

just like you—completely and

forever original.
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Plan your trip to one or more of Illinois’
four geographic regions.

GETAROUND

N2

ARRIVING
T0 THE STATE

BY PLANE
Domestic travelers can
fly direct to destinations
including Belleville,
Bloomington-Normal,
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Visitor
Information
Centers

TURTLE CREEK

1-90,restarea
southbound,
South Beloit

PRAIRIE VIEW SOUTH
I-57,restarea
southbound,
Monee

© HOMESTEAD
I-55,restarea
northbound, Hamel

© GUMBERLAND ROAD

I-70,restarea
westbound, Marshall

© SALT KETTLE
1-74,restarea
westbound,
Oakwood

© FORT MASSAC
5402 Hwy.458,
Metropolis

© REND LAKE NORTH
I-57,restarea
northbound,
Whittington

© REND LAKE SOUTH
I-57,restarea
southbound,
Whittington
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GALENA

CHICAGO

OTTAWA

4

HAVANA

GRAFTON MARSHALL

HARTFORD

Illinois’

7 National
Scenic
Byways

No matter which one(s)
you follow, you’ll love

the journey as much
as the destination.

®GREAT

RIVER ROAD

The 550-mile byway, from
Galenato Cairo, was recently
designated an All-American
Road by the Federal Highway
Administration, putting it
among the country’s best
National Scenic Byways.

SLINCOLN HIGHWAY

MEET THE
MAKERS

More than
275businesses
are partof the

Illinois Made
program, which
includes local
attractions that
amplify visitor
experiences along
with innovative
products that
are made by hand
and in Illinois.
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Anearly transcontinental Numbers
route that’s now a portion of
——MADISON US-30, it stretches 179 miles Did you know?
EAST ST. LOUIS across northern Illinois Illinois has...
from Chicago Heights to the
NEW HAVEN Mississippi River near Fulton.
HISTORIC
g::}g:‘ri:ici:on Illinois’ UNESE0 NORL)
301-mile leg of the legendary HERITAGE SITES
all-American roadway. It starts
in downtown Chicago and
Q ends in East St. Louis.
CAIRO N
, ILLINOIS STATE FORESTS
Start planning RIVER ROAD
now for an epic ®HISTORIC Wind along the wide Illinois
celebration— NATIONAL ROAD River for 150 miles between
the Mother The first federally funded road Ottawa and Havana,
Road turns 100 inthe U.S. opened Illinois to hitting 10 counties and
in 2026. settlement. Today it covers more than 100 natural NATIONAL FOREST

and historic sites.

MEETING OF THE
GREAT RIVERS

This is where the Mississippi, COUNTIES
Missouriand Illinois rivers

m E 164 miles between Marshall and
ﬁgﬁ East St. Louis, mirrored by
g, US-40 and Interstate-70.
mgﬁ OHIO RIVER
SCENIC BYWAY
The byway runs parallel to the converge. The 33-mile route
Ohio River through Southern runs between Hartford and
Illinois for 188 miles, ending at Pere Marquette State Park
the confluence of the Ohio and in Grafton.
Mississippirivers in Cairo. STATE PARKS

LET"S GET SOCIAL!

lfenjoyillinois & enjoyillinois @ enjoyillinois @ enjoyillinois [ enjoyillinois
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GUIDEBOOK

SPETS
12LUXURY
20ILLINOIS MADE
26 SIPS
28CULINARY
SOLIFESTYLE
3SINTERVIEW
42DATEBOOK
46THEN & NOW

MontroseDog
Beach, Chicago

FEATURES

49 WHAT’S YOUR
BLISS? Afunquizhelps
you discover where to go
and what to do on your next
Illinois getaway.

56 THE HOUSE
(MUSIC) CHICAGO
BUILT Thebeatgoeson,
decades after DJs created
the iconic sound. Uncover
the history and where to
experience the groove all
around the city.

62 CULTURAL
CONNECTIONS
Delve into Champaign’s
African American heritage
on a self-guided tour.

64 ROCK OF AGES
Ancient rocks, 400 miles

of trails and hundreds of
lakes make up the Shawnee
National Forest. Squeeze
between massive boulders,
then zipline, climb, and wine

and dine in Southern Illinois.

Contents

PLUS

TRIP IDEAS
Regional cities and
towns to explore
page 70

RESOURCES
Info for travelers
page 78
PUP-TASTIC!
Insta-worthy pets
page 80

o ON THE COVER Nature Boardwalk, South Pond, Lincoln Park Zoo. Photograph: Vashon Jordan/IOT

BONUS!

Start planning now.
Route 66
celebrates its
centennial
anniversary in 2026.
Read all about
the historic road in
our special
insert, “The Mother
Road at 100.”

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 1
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Illinois native author Charles Bowden summed it up
best when he said, “Summertime is always the best of
what mightbe.” While the Land of Lincoln certainly
shinesyear-round, the warmer weather tends to
show off with outdoor adventures, colorful gardens,
and festivals and events popping up statewide. It’s
alsoabrilliant time for aroad trip. With more than
100itineraries on enjoyillinois.com, planning your
Illinois adventure hasneverbeen easier.

Speaking of road trips, all roadslead to America’s
highway as preparation forits 100th yearis
underway. “The Mother Road at 100” special
insertoffers one-stop planning for your centennial
celebration getaway. From the bright city lights of
Chicago to the neonlights in Springfield and beyond,
experience the best of nostalgiaand natural beauty
alongIllinois’legendary Route 66.

Ifrelaxation and indulgence are more of what you’re
seeking, retreat to some of our most luxurious
accommodations (page 12). Our exclusive hotels
boast museum-qualityart, award-winning dining
anddrinks,and bespoke experiences crafted to
satisfy even the most discerning travelers.

Looking for something new, handmade and
uniquely Illinois? Then “Crafted by Hand” is for
you (page 20). The backbone of Illinois’ creative
capital, our 275-plus Makers inspire with their
goods, allowingvisitors a chance to enjoy their
Illinois travelslong after their visits.

Inthisissue we’re also offering a “pupdate” on pet-
friendlylocations throughout the state. If you and
your canine companion have ever wanted to hike
inastate park, explore our many historic sites or
kickback on aboat, thereis plenty of “Fun Fur You”
(page 8 hereinIllinois. Look for the paw print &
throughout the magazine to find places and spaces
that welcome four-legged friends.

HAPPY TAILS!

ehjoy
illinQis
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The history of Chicago in
an all new 30,000 square
foot interactive museum.

Spectacular photo ops.
See up to 50 miles and four
states from atop Chicago’s

iconic Willis Tower.

To step out on The Ledge

— 1.5” glass floored balconies
perched 4.3 feet outside,

103 stories above Chicago.

[l = SGAN T0

Iiil:% GET TICKETS

Open Daily | 103rd Floor, Willis Tower



CHOICE

HOTELS
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*Rate Restrictions: Valid only for Choice Privileges members {program enrollment is free). The reservation must be made on ChoiceHotels.
com at participating hotels and must be made at least 7,14, 21 or 30 days in advance, which will vary based on the hotel for which a
reservation is being made. Subject to availability, the rate starts at 15% off Best Available Rate, is non-cancellable, non-changeable and
non-refundable. Your credit card will be charged for the total reservation armount within 24-48 hours of booking. This rate has a seven (7)
night maximum length of stay. Rooms at this discount are limited. Offer is not available to groups and cannot be combined with any other
discount. Choice Hotels reserves the right to change or discontinue this offer at any time. Eligibility restricted to U.S. and Canadian residents.
Members must book direct at ChoiceHotels.com/Explore/lllinois or call 1-877-424-6423. All Choice Hotels properties are independently
owned and operated. **Guarantee applies to Third Party Website standard rates for a Choice single or double occupancy room that are
at least 1% and $1.00 less than the Choice rate. Claims must be submitted within 24 hours of booking and 48+ hours prior to 6 PM check-

in time the day of hotel arrival. Other terms also apply; see www.choicehotels.com/legal/best-rate-rules for full terms and conditions.
©2024 Choice Hotels International. All rights reserved.
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Monarchand Lion, Chicago
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EAT PLAY STAY

8 PETS Fun Fur You
12 LUXURY Sophisticated Stays

20 ILLINOIS MADE Crafted by Hand

26 SIPS 24 Hours of Whiskey and History

28 CULINARY Windy City, Worldly Fare

300k

A

30 LIFESTYLE On the Trail F:..‘-.
g -Fy
38 INTERVIEW Alex Moffat -:- HI

42 DATE BO OK Summer Celebrations
Scan the code

for road trip
itineraries.

46 THEN & NOW Centennial Tower
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PETS

DOG-FRIENDLY TRAVEL

Fun Fur You

Who wants to go for a ride){ Bring your four-legged friend on
your next Illinois adventure and get tails wagging.

Ifyouandyour petperk
up while exploring new
places, packyourbags
(andbones) and hit the
road. The number of pet-
friendly destinationsand
hotelsisontherise across
the Land of Lincoln. In the
Windy City, the Chicago
Athletic Association'®
and Kimpton Gray ‘&'
hotelslove petsjustas
much astheir owners,
welcomingall regardless
of size, weightand breed—
atnoadditional cost.

Throughout Illinois,
petsareallowed onleashes
inall state parks ‘&',
including Cache River
State Natural Areaand
Shawnee National
Forest'a andits Garden
ofthe Gods area.

Throughout
the magazine,
look forthe
pet-friendly
symbol for
more places

totake
your pooch. Shawnee National

Forest, Herod

8 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

STORY: KRISTIN HAGENSON. PHOTOGRAPHS: (HOTEL) COLLEEN DUNN, (HIKE) SOUTHERNMOST ILLINOIS TOURISM BUREAU



Experience
Chicago’s lakefront
treasure!

Scan to view our full calendar
of events and programs

From breathtaking views high above the clouds on the
Centennial Ferris Wheel to a stroll along the lakefront, Navy Pier
offers memories to last a lifetime.

With free live music, outdoor movies, fitness classes, and dance
performances, there is something new to discover with every
visit. Explore 70 restaurants and shops. Take a boat cruise.
Splash in the fountain. Adventure is around every corner.

And if you’re looking for a little extra sparkle, Navy Pier
presents its award-winning fireworks show on Saturdays and

Wednesdays from Memorial Day through Labor Day!

Plan your visit today at navypier.org.



PETS

DOG-FRIENDLY TRAVEL

Capitol Canines

Abraham Lincoln’shometown loves dogs and welcomes leashed
pupsonthe grounds of many Lincoln-related sites, including
thefamilyhome where Mary Todd and her husband raised their
childrenand dog Fido. Throughout downtown, five sculptures,
partof Fido’s Puppies Sculpture Project, canbe found on the
sidewalk, steps and even awindowledge. The adorable mischief
makers will make you smile. After dark, youand your pupper can
learn more about the 16th president on the Lincoln Ghost Walk,
a 90-minute tour.

a‘ p ‘o Four for
FROM TOP Four-Legged
Fido’s Puppies,
Springfield; TI‘ aVelerS
Navy Pier, Chicago; Explore a quartet of

Allerton Park attractions open to leashed

and Retreat Center, canines and their companions.
Monticello

1. Klehm Arboretum and
Botanic Garden ‘& Rockford
Wide paved paths and 3 miles
ofwoodland trailsattract pets
and their parentstothese
colorful gardens.

2. Navy Pier ‘& Chicago
DogscanjoinanyShoreline
Sightseeingcruise, plus
they’re welcome at all outdoor
spaces and patios at this
lakefront treasure.

3. Allerton Park and

Retreat Center ‘& Monticello
This expansive historic
propertyincludes 15 miles of
trails for pups and people.

4. Cahokia Mounds World
Heritage and State Historic
Site ‘& Collinsville
Walkwith yourleashed
canine companion through
the United States’largest
pre-Columbian Native
Americancity thatdates
from1050t01350A.D.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (LINCOLN) @THAT.OH.GIRL, (NAVY PIER) @CITYMOMOF3, (ALLERTON PARK) COURTESY OF ALLERTON PARK AND RETREAT CENTER

10 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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MAGNIFICENT

Spring into summer along
Chicago’s Magnificent
Mile. From beautiful
sights to dining delights
and hotels for every taste,
The Magnificent Mile®

is always blooming with
exciting adventures and

surprises at every step.

THE MAGNIFIGENT MILE'ASSOCIATION

MICHIGAN AVENUE DISTRICT | CHICAGO




LUXURY

TREAT YOURSELF

Sophisticated Stays

The Windy City continues to wow visitors with high-end hotels
that deliver more than st sumptuous rooms and
exceptional customer service. Check in and check out their
museum-worthy art collections, award-winning
restaurants, and stunning swimming pools and spas.

Park Hyatt
Chicago

Art Collections

Iconic landmarks, historic architecture and extraordinary
museums shape Chicago’s world-class art scene. It’s no wonder that
fine art elevates overnights at these lavish lodging options.

Browse exhibits fromlocal artistsinresidence alongside the
works of modern masterslike Dale Chihuly and Henri Matisse at
NoMIArtGallery,a2023 addition to the Park Hyatt Chicago ‘&'
It’sonly atwo-minute walk from the Gold Coast’s The Ritz-
Carlton, Chicago ‘& to the nearby Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago—butyou can see Roy Lichtenstein pieces before youleave
the hotel’s curated lobby. The swanky Sophy Hotel ‘& in Hyde
Parkspotlights one-of-a-kind art pieces made for the boutique
hotel, which celebrate the neighborhood’s rich cultural history.

12 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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Lobby and Restaurants

A stay in the Windy City all but guarantees access to exceptional
food and drink, especially at these stylish spots in Chicago’s
Loop neighborhood.

Pendry Chicago ‘& ishome to Venteux (a French-inspired oyster
bar) and Bar Pendry (a polished take on the classiclobbybar),
servinghandcrafted cocktails and upscale comfort food, such
astheirversion ofa Chicago-style hot dogserved on Japanese
milkbread and topped with trulf| e aioli. The Chicago Athletic
Association & has more thanjust posh guestroomsinside their
historicdowntownbuilding. Choose from seven on-site bars and
restaurants, including the plush Cherry Circle Room, which won
aJames Beard Award for restaurant design.

STORY: HILARY BRAAKSMA. PHOTOGRAPHS: (PARK HYATT) COURTESY OF PARK HYATT CHICAGO, (CHICAGO ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION) RYAN DONNELL, (LONDONHOUSE) STARBOARD AND PORT, (PENDRY) COURTESY OF PENDRY CHICAGO



Chicago Athletic o= ] LondonHouse
Association 3 Chicago

Outdoor Spaces

Even the loveliest
accommodations can’t
compete with skyline and
shoreline views. These hotels
serve up outdoor ambience
while also tucking you away
from the hustle and bustle

of downtown Chicago.

The Rooftop bar at Hotel
RIU Plaza Chicagoopened
itsdoorsin 2024 for custom

'I cocktailsand sweeping

h ! | - ¥ Venteux Cafeat scenery. Step outonto the
.% rPendry Chicago glassbalconyinstalled on
y .

the 27th-floor rooftop patio
foranadrenaline-pumping
lookat the citybelow. Another
thrillingrooftopbaris

the 22nd-floor terrace LH
Rooftop at LondonHouse
Chicago, amust-see with
unobstructedriver views.

e
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-

r
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AtNobu Hotel Chicago’s'a®
rooftop eatery, panoramic
scenesare always on the menu.
Schedule analfrescobrunch
atthisfoodie-favorite hotel
patioandsavor the sightsand
sounds of the city while you
sipaJapanese Bloody Mary
and snackonslidersand
sashimi. The Peacock Garden
extension atthe Waldorf
AstoriaChicago'®inthe
Gold Coastisjustoffthe lobby
andtransports gueststoa
chic Parisian-style courtyard
withabackdrop ofleafy
foliage, blooming flowers and
privacy hedges.
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VENTEUX
CAFE
A Parisian-inspired
cafe with magnificent
windows overlooks
Michigan Avenue.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 13



LUXURY

TREAT YOURSELF

FOUR
SEASONS
Discover the

city’s skyline with
an architectural
expertaboarda

privateyacht. - -

3 i

14 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

Enviable Experiences

Level up with luxe add-ons. Charter a private yacht,
reserve a heated pool, book an exclusive nighttime spa
service—or do all three.

Atthe Four Seasons Hotel Chicago ‘&, excursionsand
upgrades abound. Take in the sights along Lake Michigan
from a55-foot-long private yacht, or splurge on late-night spa
treatments complete with champagne, pastries and private
access to the heated infinitypool. Youmight recognize the
skylighted pool from the cannonball scene in Home Alone 2—
schedule aprivate swim time to practice your own.

PHOTOGRAPH: (YACHT) COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS HOTEL CHICAGO, (POOL) BOB STEFKO



The Langham,
Chicago

Off-Site Occasions

Upgrade your getaway with one-of-kind endeavors.

Fleur DIY
Floral Bar
Getintouchwithyourinner
floral designeras you
choose and arrange stems
froman overflowing
inventory of gorgeous
blossoms—orhave the pros
create adesign for you.

Heli Chicago
Helicopter Tour
Scanthe cityskylineona
private helicopter tour
of downtown. The Ultimate
Date Night Tour flies over
landmarkslike The Bean,
Soldier Field and Millennium
Park—italsoincludes
complimentary champagne,
roses and photo ops.

Ignite Glass Studios
Private Lesson
See the working studio,
galleryand outdoor sculpture
gardenthatreceived a Design
Excellence award from
The American Institute of
Architects, thenlearnto
blowyour own piece duringa
private lesson.

Scan the code
for more luxury
hotels and
experiences.

Spas and Pools

Pamper yourself with
premium health and beauty
treatments, invigorating
group fitness classes, or an
afternoon at a rooftop pool
in the heart of Chicago.

The city’s only Forbes five-
starspaisat The St. Regis
Chicago ‘&, where anentire
floorof modernarchitectural
hotel spaceisdedicated to
wellness. Spaservicesinclude
groupyogaand Pilates

classes, stress-reliefmassages,
and cupping. Chuan Spaand
Poolat The Langham,
Chicago ‘& isastylish
sanctuarywhere guests can
indulgeinafull-body massage,
acupuncture services, or an
opulent caviarand crushed
pearlfacialbefore hitting the
hydrotherapyhot tub.

The Peninsula
Chicago’s ‘& spaand
wellness center consists of
anindoor poolwith 20-foot
floor-to-ceilingwindows,
anoutdoorterrace with
complimentary fruit-infused
water, chilled towelsand
spaservicesbased on
Ayurvedicand Asian
philosophies. Look down

on Lake Michigan from the
seasonal guests-onlyrooftop
pool at Viceroy Chicago ‘&’
whereverdantplantsand
streamlined lounge chairs
line the18th-floor oasis.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 15
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IN 2026, ROUTE 66 CELEBRATES ITS CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY.
START PLANNING NOW TO BE PART OF THIS HISTORIC EVENT.
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THE MOTHER ROAD AT 100

« ILLINDIS >
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KICKS
AGAIN

N reditnovelist John
Steinbeck for dubbing
Route 66 the Mother
Road.Hediditin The
Grapes of Wrath, his
1939 tale of Depression-
eramigrants who saw
the highwayasaroad of
opportunities. It still is.

XN cially called}{.S.
Highway 66, Route

66 debutedin1926 as
apatchwork path of
ellisting roadsmany not
paved)(stretching 2,00
miles from[{ hicago to
Los AngelesviaSt. Louis
and the Southwest. As the
road wasimproved and
its popularity grew, so did
opportunities for towns
andbusinesses along the
route—travelersneeded
gas stations, restaurants
and motels. Route 66 also
created opportunities for
familyvacations. The hit
song{Route 66)and T}
series of the same name
romantici){ed theroad as
aplace tol{get yourkicks.j

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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Route 66’s popularity
accelerated its demise—
tralf| cvolumes outgrew
the mostly two-lane
road’s capacity. The
newinterstate highway
system gradually
bypassed segments of
Route 66,and in 195 the
highway was o} cially
decommissioned. | ut
thatwasn’tthe end of the
story—oran era.{eople
recognied Route 66’s
historical and cultural
significance, and they
pushed topreserve the
route and attractions
alongit, including those
inIllinois. That means
opportunities for you.

X ownearly acentury
old, Route 66 isn’t the
fastestwaytodrive
across Illinois, butit’s
thenel{tbest thing to
actual time travel){ou
seepartof Americaasit
used tobe, through the
perspective of history’s
rearview mirror.

Braidwood

Chicago

Willowbrook
Joliet

Wilmington

Dwight

Pontiac

Bloomington,
Normal gton/

Atlanta McLean

Springfield

Staunton

o Livingston

. Collinsville
Madison Granite City



ROUTE 66 TRIP TIPS

U ¥ »u U U

TAKE IT SLOW
The Illinois portion

of Route 66 is about
300 miles long (more if
you take all the original
side roads), so you could
coveritinaday. But
that wouldn’t leave
you much time to stop
and explore towns and
attractions. A three- to
four-day itinerary with
acouple of overnights
lets you slow down and
savor all the history
and kitsch. And since
theroute starts (or
ends) in Chicago, you
might want to spend an
extraday or two in the
Windy[City.

FOLLOW
THESIGNS
Modern Interstate-55
more or less parallels
Route 66 through
Illinois and can take
you to the signature
towns and attractions
quickly. But for amore
authentic experience,
you’ll want to stay

on the original route
as much as possible.
Follow the helpful
and plentiful brown

Historic Route 66 signs.

Just keep in mind that
Route 66 had various
alignments over the
years—sections were
often moved, improved
and rerouted—so there
can be more than one
way to go. And if you
missaturn,don’t
sweat it—detours often
bring}erendipity.

STAY IN
YOURKLANE
Illinois was the first
state where Route 66
was entirely paved.
Some of the oldest parts
are now inaccessible,
undrivable, invisible
(under I-55) or on
private property.

Even on the marked
historicroute, the
driving ambience
varies. A several-mile
section south of Joliet
is afour-lane divided
highway, almost like an
interstate. Butin and
around smaller towns,
you definitely get some

of the two-lane intimacy

that sparks nostalgia.

BE FLEXIBLE
Because many of the
attractions on Route
66 are in small towns,
expect limited days
and hours of operation.
If there’s a place you
have your heart set

on, call ahead or check
online for schedules.
And be prepared to call
anfudible.

FROM LEFT
Pink Elephant
Antique
Mall, Livingston;
Standard Oil
Gas Station, Odell;
Routelf
Motorheads Bar
and Grill,
Springfield;
Dell Rhea’s
Chicken Basket,
Willowbrook

BOOK
LODGINGS
HORMNO T

Partof an authentic
Route 66 road trip is
staying in a motel or
two. And while there are
reliable chain options
on the route, you may
prefer the nostalgic feel
of somethinglocally
owned. Even better—a
motel that dates to

the highway’s heyday.
Wherever you stay,
consider booking aroom
ahead of time. In a small
town with few motels,
asummer festival or
other event could leave
aNo Vacancy sign when
you show up. Then
again, it’s in keeping
with Route 66’s legacy
of freedom, adventure
and spontaneity to
justiving it.

ﬁ I] l} H [ [ " It’s not your grandmother’s Mother Road—you can travel the entire Illinois
portion of the route without stopping for gas. Drive your electric vehicle—there are
EV stationsin towns along the route, including Pontiac, Lincoln, Springfield and
Collinsville. Or bike the Route 66 Trail, anetwork of rural byways, off-road paths and
city streets that mirrors the auto route.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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Ambler’s Texaco
Station, Dwig

GHIGAGO~JOLIET-DWIGRT

Start your Route 66 journey in downtown
Chicago—there’s a pylon marking the
beginning point at the corner of South
Michigan Avenue and East Adams Street,
across the street from the Art Institute
of Chicago. Soak in the Impressionists,
thenbookmark your adventure with a
selfie at the pylon. First stop is Joliet,
where the Joliet Area Historical
Museum contains a Route 66 visitors
center that will orient newbies with info
and memorabilia. Many Joliet visitors

Y

Dell Rhea’s Chicken Basket,
Willowbrook

wind up in jail—Old Joliet Prison was
once the country’s largest lockup and is
now open for tours. It held gangster “Baby
Face” Nelson and later appeared in The
Blues Brothers movie. That film’s soul-man
sibs, Jake and Elwood, dance atop retro

ice cream shop Rich and Creamy On
Broadway. Down the road in Dwight, fill
’er up with nostalgia at Ambler’s Texaco
Gas Station. The motoring mainstay, now
awelcome center, has been restored with
old-style pumps (just for show).




WORTH A
LITTLE
DETOUR
Gardner’s Historic[)
Celled Jail was builtin
1906, closed in the 1950s
and later restored. Go
inside and take a picture
behind bars with your
partnerfin crime.

SELFIE SPOT
The Gemini Giant,
a30-foot-tall rocket
man named for the
1960s space program,
stands in downtown
Wilmington’s South
Island Park. It’s one
of the tallest “Muly er
Men,” which are often
seen outside automotive
shops on Route 66.

Joliet Area Historical Museum, Joliet

TAKE A
CHANCE
Ifyou're lucky, a slot
machine along 66 will
come up witha 777.
Harrah’s Joliet and
Hollywood Casino
both offer arange of
table games and lots
off§lots in Joliet.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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Missy’s Sweet Shoppe, Atlanta- 0 <

RETRO EATS
Top off your body’s tank
at Edinger’s Filling
Stationin Pontiac, a
former auto garage with
its bay door turned into
windows. Have biscuits
and gravy for breakfast,
aburger for lunch,

or check outdinner
specials like pastanight.
Warning: The pie goes
fast. Grab goodies for
the road from Missy’s
Sweet Shoppe in the
former Palms Grill

Cafein Atlanta. Missy
Gaither had ahome-
based bakery before
openingin aformer
restaurant. Look for
special Route 66 cookies
and cupcakes. Road-
trippers appreciate
Dixie Family
Restaurantin McLean
serving breakfast,
lunch and dinner all
day. A salad bar and
buffet provide plenty of
choices, and the service
is famously)riendly.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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PONTIAG-0DELL-ATLANTA~NORMAL

Regardless of your car’s make, all drivers
love Pontiac, a small city with big Walldog
murals. In 2009, the visiting artists who
created them called themselves Walldogs,
an old nickname for building-sign
painters. The largest mural adorns the
Route 66 Hall of Fame and Museum,
amotherlode of Mother Road artifacts,
including artist Bob Waldmire’s Route

66 Road Yacht. The Pontiac-Oakland
Automobile Museum displays classic
General Motors cars, like a1954 Pontiac
Star Chief Convertible. Odell’s Standard
0il Gas Station, builtin 1932 and

since restored, greets travelers with
aswinging roof sign, canopy-covered
benches and an old-style (nonworking)

pump. Expect bumper-to-bumper traffic
inside the Route 66 Arcade Museum in

Atlanta—it’s full of vintage operational

pinball machines, plus awesome ’80s and

’90s video games, which are free. (A5

donation is encouraged.) Sprague’s Super

Service in Normal epitomizes how gas

stations once resembled homes. The 1931
two-storybrick Tudor Revival structure is
manor-like, with a gabled red roof, swirled

stucco and dark exterior woodwork.
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SELFIE SPOT
When you pose with a
giant Route 66 shield
painted on the Route
66 Hall of Fame and
Museum in Pontiac,
you can stand on
original route bricks.

«

WORTH A
LITTLE
DETOUR

Though Abraham
Lincoln never drove
Route 66, his footprints
are all overit. Pick up
the trail at the Cruisin’

With Lincoln on

66 Visitors Center
infBloomington.

Paul Bunyon statue,
Atlanta
DID YOU KNOWY

. Long before the 19-foot-
= tall Paul Bunyon statue
(yes, spelled with an
“0”) came to Atlanta, the
frankfurter-holding
giant graced ahot dog
stand in Cicero (also on
Route 66). Nearby, the
American Giants
Museum showcases
statues like Big Boy (new
for the 2025 season) and
Texaco Big Friend.

«
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Cozy Dog Drive In, Springfield

SELFIE SPOT

T SPRINGFIELD RETRO EATS Springfield’s own
Beer taps hang from the rear ends of vintage cars at Route 66 Motorheads Bar and Mul{ er Man, the
Grill, part of a complex that includes a museum. The menu is the Owner’s Manual, and Lauterbach Giant,
their take on Italian beefis called the Ferrari. At Cozy Dog Drive In, on Route 66 since looms over the parking
1949, the namesake specialty is a hot dog on a stick. It’s dipped in batter and deep-fried lot of Lauterbach Tire
for maximum crunch using founder Ed Waldmire Jr.’s original recipe. The Mother Road and Auto Service. He
claims what’s thought to be the nation’s oldest drive-through restaurant, Maid-Rite used to hold atire, but
sandwich shop. The spot has been servingits beloved loose-meat burgers since 1926. now carries a U.S. flag.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM X



BRING WORTH A

YOUR PET LITTLE
Well-behaved DETOUR
dogs are welcome Springfield’s
at Route 66 Hotel Mel-0-Cream Donuts,
and Conference foundedin1932,is
Center'a’, which almostasold as Route
openedinthe 66. Theyhave several
1950s as the first locations—and most
Holiday Inn on the close atnoon. Getthere
historic highway. early forbest choices.
-

0ld State Capitol, Springfield

HH‘-H.__‘\

SPRINGFIELD

The histories of two American icons—
Abraham Lincoln and Route 66—often -
intersect in Illinois, especially in
Springfield, the state capital. Abe lived
here for 24 years before becoming
president, and it’s the only place he ever
owned a home. Tour the Old State Capitol
to see where Lincoln served in the Illinois
Legislature and gave his famous “House
Divided” speech. The Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum
re-creates the one-room cabin Lincoln
grew up in, part of several immersive
galleries portraying his key life moments.
Abe was buried in Springfield—at Oak
Ridge Cemetery, along with wife Mary
and three of their four sons. At Route

66 Drive In, relive an era when people
watched more movies from their cars
than their couches. Two screens show
double features most every summer night.
Mahan’s Filling Station may be the
oldest—and cutest—Ilittle gas place in the
state. It was moved next to Fulgenzi’s
Pizza and Pasta, across from the Illinois
Statelffairgrounds, home to one of the
country’s oldest fairs and the Legends
Neon Sign Park. Open year-round,

the park is home to replicas of

signs, like BelAir Drive In, found on
Route 66 in Illinois.

X ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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GOLLINSVILLE-STAUNTON-
LIVINGSTON-LITGHFIELD

~
With all the french fries served at
eateries along Route 66, it’s a good thing
The World’s Largest Catsup Bottle
stands in Collinsville. Actually, it’sa

170-foot one-time water tower built in
1949 for the makers of Brooks catsup.

You may or may not see bunnies hopping
at Henry’s Rabbit Ranch in Staunton,
butyou will see VW Rabbits popping out
of the ground and other Route 66 relics.
How do you know you’ve found the Pink
Elephant Antique Mallin Livingston?
You’ll see—spoiler alert—an enormous
pink elephant, as well as other fiberglass
giants. Shop 30,000 square feet of vintage
treasuresin the town’s former high school.
Arefurbished neon sign—Vic Suhling)Gas
For Less—glows as abeacon drawing
visitors to the Litch]{ eld Museum and
Route 66 Welcome Center in Litchfield.
Browse Route 66 memorabilia and check
outan1883 hand-drawn fire wagon.

Litchfield Museum and Route
Welcome Center, Litchfield

THE MOTHER ROAD AT 100

WORTH A
LITTLE DETOUR
Check out the 1870
Macoupin County
Courthousein
Carlinville, nicknamed
the “Million Dollar
Courthouse”—it cost
1.3 million to build,
alavish sum at the
time. Allegedly, not
all that money went
towardjonstruction.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM MN



SELFIE SPOT
Besides the namesake
pastel pachyderm
outside the Pink
Elephant Antique
Mallin Livingston, you
can stand by other giant
statues, such as
RETRO EATS aMul{ er Manina
Shake oft hunger at Harley shirt.
Docs Just Off 66 in
Girard, an old-fashioned
soda fountain that
also serves lunch and
dinner. The building
long housed Deck’s Drug
Store, which opened
in 1884, and big doses
of pharmacy decor
remain. The Ariston
Cafein Litchfield may
be the oldest restaurant
anywhere along Route
66[its 1924 launch
predates the Mother
Road. The menu fare
isasdiverse asthe
driving public—there’s
some Midwestern,
Southern, Italian and
Greek. If you're ready
for the Mother Road
Burger Challenge (a
cheeseburger tower of
six patties, friesand a
large shake—with a time
record to beat), head to
Route 66 Creamery ‘&
in Hamel. Furry friends
always get free pup cups.

BRIDGE OVER
FABLED WATERS
The Old Chain of Rocks
Bridge near Madison once
carried Route 66 travelers
across the Mississippi
River. Nowit’sa part
of atrail for bikes and
pedestrians only. There’s
anunusual 30-degree
midway turn—necessary
toaccommodate the
riverbed and boat){raffic.

«
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DISCOVER MORE
[CONIC STOPS

Scanthe code for charming towns,
quirkyroadside stops and more
along the Mother Road.

1 Maid-Rite, Springfield @visitspringfield 2 Pink Elephant Antique Mall, Livingston @donutmamii
3 Docs Just Off 66, Girard @stl_sign_and_mural (muralist and photographer, Dan Ricketts)
4 Route 66 Creamery, Hamel @riversandroutes

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM il
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ADVERTISEMENT

Want tomake
the most of your
trip to Illinois?

Let Big Lincoln, an AI Travel Assistant, help you
make plans. Find him on enjoyillinois.com

24/7 TRAVEL
SUPPORT
Anexpertonhisnamesake

Landof Lincoln, wildlifeprairiepark.org

BigLincolnishere to make

trip planning easier. WIIdllfe
Tell Big Lincoln about
your future getaway and L ralrle e Y’

he canhelp with travel

inspiration and activities,
accommodations, general
touristinformation,
and more!

- - >
UNIQUE LODGING INCLUDING OUR TRAIN CABOOSES




Starved Rock = = """ Matthiessen - k- 5.
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Crafted by Hand

Engage your creativity and learn something new while rediscovering
joy in immersive experiences in every Illinois region.
You’ll leave with knowledge, inspiring memories—and perhaps
aone-of-a-kind take-home treasure.

DROP-IN DELIGHTS

Come asyou are. These
destinations welcome
walk-in guests.

SCRATCH GOODS,

CHIC A GO Scratch Goods, ) { .' Rolling Oak Alpaca
Customizeandapplyaclay Chicago ; g Ranch, Makanda
maskaspartofaself-care X z ! AW o A A g N,
routine at The Mask Bar,

where specialistslead you
throughaskincareritual
featuringlocally sourced,
plant-based ingredients.
Your skinand your
conscience will thank you.

ROLLING OAK
ALPACA RANCH,
MAKANDA
Grabafeed bucketbefore
saunteringdown Alpaca
Alley,ashaded gravel path
thatleadstothree herds.
Hand out treats and snap
photosaspartofa sel.f—gulded = Livbhiter, Collieh
tour. Youcanevenbring o ’ i b i
alongapicnicfor yourself. '

ROPP JERSEY

I..,1 | W - Wayward Wovens,
i'

CHEESE, NORMAL SHAWNEE HILLS WAY WARD

Watch cheese-makers at LAVENDER, WOVENS,

work afterastroll through COBDEN DU QUOIN

the Jersey cow barn. Stop Planyouraromatherapy NickiRathertusesafloor

intotheretail store where adventure preciselyl loom to weave colorful fibers Scan the code
you’llfind alarge selection of the U-pick seasonlasts only into luxurious fabric. Wrap to learn more
products,including42 flavors afewweekendsin June. yourselfinashawl, use alovely about all the

of cheese, hand-dippedice Gather freshbundles asyou hand towel and appreciate the Illinois Made
cream and raw honey. wander among the blooms. creative process. Makers.

20 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

STORY: BECKY ULLOM NAUGLE. PHOTOGRAPHS: (SCRATCH GOODS) COURTESY OF SCRATCH GOODS, (ALPACAS) HANNAH PRENDERGAST PHOTOGRAPHY, (LAVENDER) CHARLOTTE CLOVER, (LOOM) IOT



SHOP - DRINK -

AT - STAY - PLAY

Spring & Summer in Geneva ﬁ

BRING YOUR BUDS!

2025 FESTIVALS:

Swedish Days June 18-22
Geneva Arts Fair July 26-27
Festival of the Vine Sept. 5-7
Christmas Walk Dec. 5
Holiday House Tour Dec. 5-6

Visit this charming town nestled on
the banks of the Fox River, and you'll
discover that something fresh is
always popping up. Shop for gifts

or items you've been longing for,

have lunch or a drink with friends,
delight in the outdoors at our many
parks, or discover excitement at one
of our award winning annual festivals.
Pamper yourself and stay the weekend!
Call your buds and plan your adventure
today at visitgenevail.com.

EVA

ILLINOIS

THRIVE IN

GEN

enjoy
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WELCOME TO CHICAGO SOUTHLAND,

WHERE BORING DOESN'T ENST.

visitchicagosouthland.com
Visit

Chicago 'i'
Soittitart,  illiNQIS

st Begond the Cily Lonily

hjoy

{ 'UNTvm

ILLINOIS

Enjoy our 75 lakes

one bucket at a time.

enjoy

illingis



ILLINOIS MADE

MEET THE MAKERS

AN AMATING HOUR
OR TWO

Open your mind to new
ideas at these mini classes;
preregistration is required.

EINNIM CANDLE
BAR AND
APOTHECARY,
OAK PARK
Startacustom candle-
blending journey at the Scent
Wall, containing 30-plus
aromas. Choose avessel for
your creation asyousoakin
the therapeutic vibe.

PATTERSON GLASS,
MUNDELEIN
Sparkimagination asyou
create three 3-inch glass
balls—one glowsinthe
dark—duringan Orb Glass
classtaughtbyartist Peter
Patterson. Highly decorative,
these unique pieces make
great giftsforhome decor.

PRAIRIE FRUITS
FARM AND
CREAMERY,
CHAMPAIGN
Trekwith goatson thisscenic
working farm during their
goathikes. Saturday morning
excursions caninclude abrief
tour of the farm, plusasample
of cheeseandal.5-mile hike.

22 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

PULLIAM CREEK
FARMS CANDLE
COMPANY,
HARRISBURG
Scent connoisseurs swoon
at the 200-plus options
availablein thiscoco-soy
candle-makingworkshop.
Family-owned and -operated,
classes gatherinthe studio
at thefamily’s home.

=

MAGIC
MEADOWS
ALPACAS
Meet Katy’s
Angel, one of
14 alpacas on
the farm.

«

EINNIM
CANDLE BAR
AND
APOTHECARY
Candle tip:
After burning your
candle, cover it
to preserve the wax
and scent and to
avoid dust buildup.

MAGIC
MEADOWS
ALPACAS,
WONDER LAKE
Make areservation
tomeet, greetand feed
“the girls” (the alpacas).
Wheelchair-and
walker-accessible, all
canenjoyspending
timewiththeselovable,
curious creatures.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (CANDLES) COURTESY OF EINNIM CANDLE BAR AND APOTHECARY, (FLOWERS) JENN CHOATE, (ALPACAS) COURTESY OF MAGIC MEADOWS ALPACAS



VISIT.
BE INSPIRED.
TAKE A STAND.




ILLINOIS MADE

MEET THE MAKERS

N

CHICAGO
SCHOOL OF
GUITAR MAKING
Visitors can
call ahead and take
a tour during
business hours.

LONGER AFFAIRS

Inless than one day and up
to one week, discover a new
skill; registration required.

MARIE’S WOOD
CARVINGS,
WOODBINE
Animalsandnature themes
prevailin Marie’s work.
Duringclass,beginnerscarve
theirwaytoacompleted
piece,which mayfeaturea
bear,twoowlsinatreeor
ahummingbird.

EDGE OF NORMAL
WORKSHOP,
UPTOWN NORMAL
Inone-on-oneand small-
group classes, work alongside
anexperiencedbladesmith
and walkawaywith afinished
blade of your design.

24 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

WARM N COZY
QUILTING,
COLUMBIA
Sewawallhangingortable
runner,orlearnbinding
under the guidance of this
mother-daughter duo. Add
finishing toucheswith
decorative stitches.

CHICAGO SCHOOL
OF GUITAR
MAKING, CHICAGO
Learnabout the guitar-
makingprocessthrough
classes, workshops,
lecturesand demos while
workinghands-onwithan
experienced luthier.

Marie’s Wood
Carvings,
Woodbine

PHOTOGRAPHS: (CHICAGO SCHOOL OF GUITAR) COURTESY OF CHICAGO SCHOOL OF GUITAR MAKING, (OWL) MARIE MCDONOUGH
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JACKSONVILLE
UNCOVER THE

7) .é.gﬂ.

The best-kept secrets in Central lllinois

come with a deep breath of fresh air.
Explore stunning outdoor spaces perfect
for biking, hiking, and fishing at Nichols
Park and Lake Jacksonville. Soak in the

rich and colorful history of our community
at the Jacksonville Area Museum, the
Governor Duncan Mansion, or Underground
Railroad sites. Shop and dine across
distinctive boutiques and restaurants lining
a breathtaking, historic square. No matter
how you envision a good time, creating your

own memorable experiences comes as easily

as discovering a bit of the past.
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7
17



SIPS

TASTE OF THE TOWN

ILLINOIS INSIDER
Priorto Prohibition, Peoria

wasknown as the Whiskey

Capital of the World with almost
OurS O 100 breweries and distilleries
producing 40 percentofall alcohol
Wh ° k d inthe United States.

Atthe end of the 19th century, the Rock Island

d Depotand Freight House was builtin downtown
lS O I Peoriatoservice more thanadozenrailroads,
fueling the community’s majorindustries,

including farm machinery and distilleries.

Follow the riverfront through downtown More thanacenturylater, the riverfront
Peoria’s Warehouse District for a memorable propertyhousesrestaurants and retail space
. . across the street from the Smithsonian-affiliated
blend of restaurants, museums and spirits. Peoria Riverfront Museum. With so much

to experience, you caneasily filladay exploring
downtown. Relaxand recharge at the historic
Peoria Marriott Pere Marquette.

®  9a.m. Locallygrown and fresh milled
grainsfortify the baked goods on the menu
at Ardor Breads and Provisions, which
also showcasesveggies from top-notch
farmslessthan10 miles away. Try the
avocado tartine with asoft-boiled egg.

® 10a.m. Tagalongonavirtualridetoa
miningsite and operate a Cat machine
simulator, two of the many experiences at
the Caterpillar Visitors Center.

®  12p.m. Aformerice creamfactorynow
houses Thyme Kitchen and Craft Beer.
Mix and match apps and burgers, or go for
the spicy tunapoke bowl. The menualso
features 300 bourbonsand 40 craftbeers.

Black Band
Distillery ®  1p.m. Outdoorsculptures welcome
visitors tothe Smithsonian-affiliated
PeoriaRiverfront Museum,
adestinationwithart,science and
history exhibits, plusaplanetarium and
giant-screentheater.

=

Builtduring the
Roaring Twenties, ! : ~k | ik iy ®  4p.m. Awaterfallandbox canyonreward
the chichotel o R e : hikers whonavigate the 1-mile-long trail
exudes grandeur. ! i . through dense forestand steepinclinesat
Rocky Glen Park, 6 miles from downtown.

®  6p.m. Headbacktothe Warehouse
Districtfordinnerand drinks at

Black Band Distillery, afarm-to-table
restaurantknown forits whiskey, bourbon,
gin,rye and vodka. Sample someinaflight
ortasteoneinaclassiccocktail.

®  8p.m. Themixologistsin Martini’s on
Water Street make, shake and stir more
than100 martinisinthe original 1891 Rock
Island Depotwith soaring 35-foot ceilings
and al13-foot-long mahoganybar.

26 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

STORY: KRISTIN HAGENSON. PHOTOGRAPHS: (DISTILLERY) COURTESY OF BLACK BAND, (HOTEL) 10T



2OCKFORD

ILLINOIS —

Escape to Active Adventures &
Welcoming Vibes

Each season in Rockford offers unforgettable adventures.
Wander lush gardens, scenic riverfront paths, and

nature trails, or explore the city's thriving arts scene

with over 60 murals on the Rockford Public Art Trail.
With welcoming neighborhoods and flavors at every
turn, Rockford makes every visit memorable.

enjoy

Plan your getaway at gorockford.com. i I I i nois

Q world's Largest Rocking Chair, Casey

DISCOVER \
ADVENTURE : t;_.

LET THEA
BE YOUR GUIDE

The Quad Cities is The Creative Capital
of the Midwest. Allow the QC Public
Art Trail to lead you on a self-guided tour of
new places and unexpected discoveries.

o(www/‘DOWNSTATE | ElERE S5
I L LI N O ’ S H: Public Art Trail

:njoy " - #QCArtTrail
www.downstateil.org | 618.257.1488 I I I I nols gcarttrail.com




CULINARY

GLOBAL CUISINE

ITOKO

Japanese

Twice nominated fora James Beard Award, chef Gene Kato’s
newestrestaurantin Lakeview pairs Japanese cooking

methods, such asrobata (similar to barbecue), with standout
ingredientslike dry-aged bluefin tuna.

w()yr1d1§’Fare

From across the globe, Chicago attracts culinary artists who
bring beloved recipes and traditional techniques to
their kitchens. Hop among neighborhoods in Illinois’ biggest
city to taste around-the-world cuisine.
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Monarch and Lion

MONARCH AND LION
British

Wind down your week with
aclassicroast, served only

on Sundays, beside this pub’s
hearthin Streeterville.

Or savor the crunch of TPA-
battered fishand chips.

INDIENNE

Indian

Tamarind’s sweet tang gives
earthybuckwheattartsa

kick atthisrestaurantserving
aseven-course tasting menu
eachnightinaconverted
19th-centuryprinting
warehouse in River North.

KASAMA

Filipino

This Michelin-starred outpost
inthe EastVillage presents
aninventive tastingmenu in
the evening. Visit before

2 p.m.totrybudget-friendly
fare,includingabreakfast
sandwich loaded with
longanisa, a sweet sausage.

ANELYA

Ukrainian
Astafflargely made up of
refugeeswheelsoutacart
piled high with zakusky—cold
snackslike pickled tomatoes
and sunflower hummus—

tokick offameal at this
restaurantin Avondale.

THE MUKASE

African

InUptown, take yourtaste
budsonatourthrough
delicacieslike egusistew
thickened with ground melon
seeds, or fufu (adough made
of groundroot vegetables)
soakedinaspicy broth.
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@IIIIIIS INSIDER Evenmore international flavors await: Partake

from apanaderiain Pilsenordigintoadim sumbrunchin
Chinatown. Greektown, the Ukrainian Village, Little Italy and food
festivalsalso encourage global travel—minus the plane ticket.

STORY: ANGELA UFHEIL. PHOTOGRAPHS: STARBOARD AND PORT, (CARNIVALE) COURTESY OF CARNIVALE

MOODY TONGUE
American
Asachef-turned-brewer,
it’snosurprise that
brewmaster Jared Rouben
pairs specialtybeers with
atastingmenufeaturing
exoticingredients suchas
seaurchinanddill pollenin
hisSouth Loop Michelin-
starreddiningroom.

CARNIVALE

Latin Fusion

Pinkand turquoise chairs.
Walls dousedinvibrant
hues. It’stough to outshine
suchananimated dining
room, but this West Loop
restaurant’s menumanages
itwith whimsical touches
like edible flowers accenting
entrees and cotton candy
perched atop a cocktail.

Moody Tongue

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 29



LIFESTYLE

FOLLOW ALONG

On the Trail

No bikes or hiking shoes are needed on
these paths. Instead, pack your appreciation
foreye-opening art and groundbreaking
designs—along with your appetite, of course.

o e e e e
e

STORY: AUSTIN CANNON. PHOTOGRAPH: IOT

. The Rookery in Chicago, Frank Lloyd Wright Trail
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Artand
Architecture

Trails

FRANK LLOYD
WRIGHT TRAIL

Designsfrom America’s
greatestarchitectspan
Illinois, butonly12 of Frank
Lloyd Wright’sbuildings are
open to the public,including
The Rookeryin Chicago’s
Loopandhis 20-yearhome
and studioin Oak Park.
That’swhere he drewup the
blueprints for Unity Temple,
thelocal Unitarian church’s
replacement afterthe
originalburned down. Many
considered his cubist, Prairie-
styleworship spaceas the
world’s first modernbuilding,
andtodayit’saUNESCO
World Heritage Site. Wright’s
Prairie gemsalsoresidein
Springfield (Dana-Thomas
House), Kankakee (B. Harley
Bradley House) and Dwight
(First National Bank
Building'®). For the Usonian
styleheembodiedlaterin

his career, head to the Laurent
Housein Rockford. Wright
designed the sprawling
single-story home for aWorld
War Il veteranwhoused
awheelchair.
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LIFESTYLE

FOLLOW ALONG

ROGKFORD PUBLIC
ART TRAIL =

Thetrail’ssmartphone
passportlists more than

125 artinstallations that dot
the “City of Gardens” and
the surroundingarea: floral
murals, stately memorials
andintriguing sculptures.
Startdowntown and snap a
photoinfrontofasignature
Louise Jones mural of native
flowers. Then head up North
Main Street to the gardens of
Veterans Memorial Circle
for Hold Me Up, astainless-
steel piece by Ben Pierce, a
post-9/11veteran who sculpts
for mental health. Asyou
checkinatpiecesthroughout
theregionviathe pass,you’ll
earnpoints thatyoucan
redeem forprizeslike ahat,
tumbler orkey chain.
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i South Main Mural,
—— i Rockford Public Art Trail
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Pour Bros.Taproom in Peoria Heights, Rock Island Ale Trail

Taste Bud

Trails

BEER AND MORE

Nomatter where you find
yourselfin the Land of Lincoln,
youcansip spectrum-spanning
brews—crisp Kolsches torich
stouts. A curated exploration of
thisabundantcraftbeerscene
awaits onthe state’sseven
beertrails. On the Northwest
Illinois Ale Trail ‘&, seven
breweries pair small-batch
suds with snackslike chicken
wings and soft pretzels. After
adayon Lake Michigan, pick
outone ofthe 28 spotson the
Lake County Libation Trail—
includingdistilleries, wineries
and ameadery for nonbeer
fans. The Heritage Corridor
Ale Trail offersaprize to
anyonewhobuysabeeratall
15ofitslocales, worthyrest
stopsneartheinitial stretch of
Route 66. The Mother Road can
take youtoward Peoria, where
youcantouramicrobrewery
housedinachurchonthe
26-stop Rock Island Ale
Trail ‘&. Or choose your

own hop-filled adventure
onthe Southern Illinois

Beer Trail’s threeloops (21
breweries total). Selecting
fromthe McHenry County
Craft Beverage Trail &',

with atleast 10 breweries and
distilleries,is aworthyreward
afterasunnydayofhiking
orbiking. Outwest, seven
breweries sit on the Illinois side
ofthe QC Ale Trail, and trips
tofourofthemwillearnyoua
brandedbottle opener.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (MURAL) ACKERMAN AND GRUBER, (POUR BROS.) COURTESY OF POUR BROS.
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LIFESTYLE

FOLLOW ALONG

GHOGOLATE

Nowisthe time tofind the path
thatwillindulge your most
chocolatey cravings. The Rock
River Chocolate Trail
swingsthrough12 northern
Illinoislocations. In Dixon
(President Ronald Reagan’s
hometown), stop at The Crystal
CorkWine Shoppe, where a
handmade Belgian chocolate
complementsaglassofred.
Long Grove’snostalgic Maand
Pa’s Candy'&' is one of seven
destinations onthe Chocolate
Lovers Trailin Lake County.
Besuretograb chocolate-
covered Oreosoracaramel
s’mores bar.

COFFEE

Aquartet of Illinois coffee
trailswith more than

50 destinationsfinally offers
thechance forthatcaffeine
habittopayoff. Onthe Explore
Elgin Area Coffee Trail, time

CULINARY

TOURISM e
Throughout the
state, visit breweries,

] . coffee shops and
lords and their companionscan o , P ,
. confectioneries for
sipalatte atthe Doctor Who-
local flavors.

themed Blue Box Cafe ‘&',
Nabawarmdrink—and

maybe your nextnovel—inside
Woodstock’s Read Between
The Lynes &, partofthe
McHenry County Coffee and
Tea Trail. Caffeine and Carbs,
alongthe QC Coffee Trail in
Geneseo, livesup toitsname
whenyoumatchacupoftea
with atastybagel sandwich.
The Rockford Area Coffee
Trailrewardsjavadrinkers
with prizes when theyuse their
digital passport.

URTESY OF ODEO CAFE

ILLINOIS INSIDER
Intheearly1900s,

Chicago earned the title
Candy Capital of the
World with more than
1,000 candy companies.
Chocolate treats
invented in the Windy
Cityinclude Snickers,
Fannie May gourmet CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Lagomarcino’s'® in Moline, The Rock River Chocolate Trail;
chocolates, brownies Fannie May in Rockford, The Rock River Chocolate Trail; Viator Coffee ‘& in Elgin, Explore Elgin Area
and the DoveBar. Coffee Trail; Odeo Cafe'a in Algonquin, McHenry County Coffee and Tea Trail

NO’S) |OT, (FANNIE MAY) COURTESY OF FANNIE MAY,

PHOTOGRAPHS: (L
(COFFEE) EXPLORE
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STOP ON YOUR TRIP,
BUT MAKE IT SUPER!

o =7

Calling all road-weary heroes:

if you're road tripping from one
place to the next, plan a stay in
the Super City of Metropolis,
lllinois. We're right off I-24 at
Exit 37, so why not pull in and
play a while?

MEIII]I]I]IIﬂ ini°||n9|s e

METROPOLISTOURISM.COM l
ASA MATHEWS PRO-AM
CHAMPIONSHIP

adventure
it’s closer than >

Oh hi! we're Kankakee County, we're just south of Chicago,

and when it comes to fun and uniqueness, we've got a lot of both! From our picturesque
river, perfect for outdoor activities like biking, hiking, kayaking, and world-class fishing,
to our festivals and downtowns, you'll be shocked you didn't visit us sooner.

Come discover what you've been missing at V1s1tKan1<akeeCounty com
" _’_r‘"_ .
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SUPERMAN
CELEBRATION

MERMET SPRINGS
SCUBA DIVING

—Visit—
KANKAKEE

CouNTy
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2 GHIGAGD
NORTHWEST

of Busse Woods — a Forest Preserve of Cook County.
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For more Chicago Northwest inspiration beyond
the skyline, visit CHICAGONORTHWEST.COM.




INTERVIEW

ONE-ON-ONE

@HHIIS INSIDER

Oftenimbibed
asashot, Jeppson’s
Malortis not for
thefaintofheart.

The Chicago-based

liqueur’s extreme
bitter taste comes
fromwormwood,
thesameingredient
foundinabsinthe.

This actor and former Chicago Bulls
acrobatic dunker went from searching
for gigs on Craigslist to a six-season
run on Saturday Night Live.

Actor Alex Moffat says the details
ofhisfirstoffice job are “lost to
thebottom of abottle of Malort.”
While his desklife, like the infamous
Chicagoliqueur, remains apungent mystery,
apassion for performing comedy took
oversoon after graduating from Denison
Universityin 2005.

Moffat took classes at The Second City
andreceived support fromlocal stand-up
comedians and people in the Chicagoimprov
scene where audiencesrecognized his talent
and charisma. Moffatjoined the Saturday
Night Live castin 2016. Over six seasons,
the Evanston-born sketch comedy pro
impersonated famous figureslike President
JoeBiden and created original characters.

Afterwrappingup his SNL run, Moffat
made his Broadway debutin The Cottage, a
comedy. The former high school running
backalso appeared in the movie[{}{ for Brady
and kid-friendly films such as Cli{ord the Big
Red Dog and Ralph Breaks the Internet. In
2023, Moffatappeared in fourepisodes of the
FX Emmy-winningseries The Bear. Recently,
Moffat played opposite fellow Chicagoan
Vince Vaughn in Bad Monkey on Apple TV+.

Moffat currentlylivesin New York (his
wife, Caroline Rau, is also a North Shore
native) but plans tokeep his 312 areacode

“forlife.” We asked him abouthis acting
experiences, Chicago sportsiconsand
where to catchhim next.
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Take a road trip like no other through the only place in America where the Mother
Road of Route 66 meets the Great River Road. Discover a Neon Sign Park, meet
a giant pink elephant, dine at historic roadside cafes, take a walk through river

bluffs and prairies and relax with a glass of locally crafted wine beside the Mighty
Mississippi River.

Your one-of-a-kind road trip adventure begins at RiversandRoutes.com.

illingis



INTERVIEW

ONE-ON-ONE

Sdturday
Night Live

Q Youjoined the cast of
off-Broadway’s The Big Gay
Jamboree. Were you a theater
kid growing up?

A TIwasnotthestudofthe North
Shore Country Day School theater
departmentbyany stretch of the
imagination. I think thatIplayed
Pirate Number Sixin Peter Pan

my senioryearofhigh school.

Iwasinadeep post-college
malaise when afriend waslike,
“Hey,you're sort of amiserable
sack. Whydon’tyoujusttake
animprovclass?” Isignedup at
The Second Cityand fellinlove
immediately. It feltlike getting
intoawarmbath. I thought, Ooh,
this is what my life has been missing.

Oncelgotintoit,Itookasmany
classesasIcould.Idid asmany
showsasIcould.Iwasdoingopen
micsasastand-up,doingalot of
improvshows. Anywhere they
wouldletsillyhamsup onstage,
Iwas there.

Q Yourwifeis from Chicagoland
too. How did you meet?

A Wewereborninhousesbehind
each other. Our moms knew each
other, but we moved out of that
house whenIwaslike, 8 years old.
Ididn’tknowthe 5-year-old girl
wholived in the house behind us.
We’rebothactors, sowe finally
metyearsandyearslaterat
acastingcall foraVelveeta
commercialin the West Loop.

40 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

GOOD FOR
A LAUGH
Moftat credits these
Chicago clubs with
launchinghis career.

Zanies
Stand-up comedian
Dobie Maxwell had me
perform here.

The Annoyance
Theatre and Bar
Theownersare
comedic geniuses.

i0 Theater
Thisiswherel
ended up auditioning
for SNL.

Q Sounds like a cheesy rom-com
plot in the making! Who are some
of your comedy heroes?

A WhenIwaslittle, Eddie
Murphy.Iloved him so much.
Stilldo. When we would go
to Blockbuster, the only thing
Iwanted torentforasolid
yearwas Saturday Night Live:
The Best of Eddie Murphy.
My parents were finally like,
“Allright, you canonlyrent this
everythird time.”

Iloved the SNL castfromthe’80s
and’90s.Phil Hartman, Dana
Carvey.Jan Hooks was amazing,.
ButIalsolove Molly Shannon
and Will Ferrell somuch. Adam
Sandler, Chris Farley—all those
guyswere comedy heroes to me.

Q Beforeyour big break, Chicago
Bulls mascot Benny the Bull was
your boss. How did you make the
acrobatic dunking team?

A Isawapostingon Craigslist, of
all places.Iwent out for the [hype]
team and madeit. Pretty quickly
after,aguybroke hislegand I was
told, “Allright, Moffat, you're up.

I knowyou'restilllearning, but we
needyou.” So,my slam dunking
career wason the fast track. It
was prettywild. Bennywas a
dynamo. Sometimes I would play
anopposing team’s mascotand,
of course, Benny the Bullwould
justmop the floor with me. It was
the crowd’s delight.

Moffat’s
Mouthwatering

Must-Stc

When hanging with
familyin Wilmette
orfilmingin the Windy
City, the actorlikes
theserestaurants.

HOMER'S ICE CREAM

Wehad engagement
photostakenhere.
Lasttime we werein
Wilmette, we managed
togo five times over
twodays. It’sthebestice
cream anywhere
intheworld.Thada
double scoop of Oreo
cookiewith fresh
peach, and Istill think
aboutthat treat.

WALKER BROS.
THE ORIGINAL
PANCAKE HOUSE

Therearelocations
scattered around
Chicagoland, butthe
original on Green Bay
Roadisso good.

AL'S #1 ITALIAN BEEF
WhenI'minthe
city,ifIwanta
meal that’s going to
immediately put
me tosleep for four
hours,thenIcan
houseanItalianbeef
sandwich with the
bestof them.

Q Besides your Bulls mascot
mayhem, do you have other
Chicago sports memories?

A TIwatched Ryne Sandbergwin
the Home Run Derby at Wrigley
Field fromthebleachers. A good
friend of my dad’shad tickets to
the1990 MLBAll-Star Game when
Iwaslittle.Istillhave ahat. After
the Cubswon the World Series in
2016, itfeltlike closing a chapter
onalifetime of misery. With one
chapter of elation.

Q Barbie director Greta Gerwig
said Ryan Gosling clinched the
role of Ken after appearing in one
of your “Guy Who Just Bought

a Boat” SNL sketches. Was that
your favorite character to play?

A TlovedallthecharactersIgotto
doon “Weekend Update.” That was
always suchagas. If Thad topicka
fave, Iwould say [faux film critic]
Terry Fink.

Q What was it like playing
a drug-addicted line cook on
The Bear?

A Thatwasanotherdream

gig. Thefirst time Iwentback to
Chicago toshoot, I gotaphone
call,and the personsaid, “The
weather’s notlooking good, sowe
can’treally shootyour [outside]
scene today. Doyouwantto go
traininthekitchen of a Michelin-
starredrestaurant instead?”

Iwashappytogetintothatkitchen
and getsometraining. Theydidn’t
wanttofakeit,nordidI. The show
takesits stuff seriously. Even for
little old me, who was goingtobe
playing amessyline cook whowas
adeptwithhis knife skills. They
sentme over toarestaurant called
Ever,inthe West Loop.Igotto
workunder Curtis Duffy, whois
one ofthebestchefsin the world.

Q Tell fans what’s on the
horizon for you.

A T'vegotafewthingsoutthis
spring. 'min the comedies
Brewmance and Kinda Pregnant
[with Amy Schumer].Idid afun
littlerole in a Hulumovie called
Summer of 69. Jillian Bell is always
greatonscreen,anditturnsout
she’sagreatdirector too.

PHOTOGRAPH: NBC/GETTY



"YOUR DESTINATION
FOR THE CLASSIC ROAD TRIP

From roadside attractions to retro diners to perfect photo ops,
your classic Route 66 road trip awaits.

Start your trip at TheFirstHundredMiles.com
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SUMMER
CELEBRATIONS

DATEBOOK

Scan the code

Jformore

summer events
and festivals.

42 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

MUSIC
AND MORE

Trek to Illinois’
skyscraper-shaking
festivals and picnic-ready
parks to find your official
song of the summer.

May-mid-September
ROOFTOP
SUMMER
MUSIC SERIES
Joliet

Reserveatable atop the
Joliet Area Historical
Museum and groove
thenightawaywith
your friends.

May 24-25
SUENOS
MUSIC
FESTIVAL
Chicago

Reggaeton and Latin
artistslike Peso Pluma
and Rauw Alejandro
fireup packed crowdsin
downtown’s Grant Park
duringthis celebration
of Latin culture.

May 24-June 8

THE
SOUTHERN
ILLINOIS
MUSIC
FESTIVAL
Carbondale to Cairo
Professional musicians
from North and South
Americaperformopera,
jazz,orchestraland
chamber music.

May 29-August 28
GRAFTON’S
MUSIC IN

THE PARK
Grafton
Bandsperformevery
Thursday fromthe
Grove Memorial Park
gazebo. Looktoward
the Mississippi River
whilekids scamperon
the playground.

May 30-August 22
FRIDAY

NIGHT LIVE
Champaign

Welcome the weekend at
downtown Champaign’s
intersections, where
streetsidebands play
rock,jazzand country.
Bringthe kiddos to play
withbubbles and get
their faces painted.

June-July
SUNSET
CONCERTS
Carbondale

It’shard tobeatlive
music, acooldrink
and some food-truck
nibblesasthe sunsets
onSouthernIllinois
University’s campus.

June-August
MUSIC IN

THE PARK
Rockford
The75-year-old
Sinnissippi Park Music
Shell provides aforest-
like setting for bluegrass
and classicrockacts
thathavevisited the
amphitheater for more
than50 years.

June-mid-September
RAVINIA
FESTIVAL
Highland Park

This sprawling park
hostspopularbands
throughoutthe entire
summer,alongwitha
six-weekresidency of
the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra. Reserveaseat
inthe pavilion, enjoy a
picnicon the expansive
lawn—where you’ll have
no troublebaskingin
the music—ordoboth.

Music'in the Par ;
Rockford

Early June
CHICAGO BLUES
FESTIVAL
Chicago
Eachyearsince 1984,
morethan 500,000
descend on Millennium
Parktojamwith some
ofthe country’sbest
blues musicians at this
free festival.

Early June
CHICAGO
GOSPEL MUSIC
FESTIVAL
Chicago
Nabyourseatat
Millennium Park’s Jay
Pritzker Pavilion for
anafternoon ofjoyous,
Grammy-winning
gospel—allfor free.

Early June
MILLEDGEVILLE
JAMBOREE
Milledgeville

Live bands accompany
aclassic-carexhibition,
acraftsshowand garage
sales. Orjustunwind
withthetunesinthe

beer garden.

STORY: AUSTIN CANNON. PHOTOGRAPH: ROCKFORD AREA CVB
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DATEBOOK

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Lollapalooza, Chicago

June 1-August 31
SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES

East Moline

Runner’s Parkis the Quad
Cities’ spot for musicall
summerlong. Bringablanket
and grab some treats and
drinksforadate night.

June 2-August 27

MUSIC ON THE
ESPLANADE

Glencoe

Explore the Chicago Botanic
Garden’s 385 acres of blooms,
woodlands and prairie before
settlingin forlive musicevery
Monday and Wednesday.

June 5-July 27

ALTON MUNY
BAND CONCERTS
Alton

Dedicated musiciansinthis
band havebeen performing
summer concerts since
1891. Catch them for free on
Thursdays and Sundays.

June12-15

TAILGATE N’
TALLBOYS
Bloomington

Country music fans gather
around their campfires after
sets from some of the biggest
stars: Eric Church, Cody
Johnsonand Riley Green.

44 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

Early July

AMERICAN MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Berwyn

Asyouchowdown on
barbecue, more than40rock,
souland bluegrass groups will
shake Fitzgerald’s century-
oldroadhouse with their
Americana tunes.

Mid-July
DOWNTOWN GLEN
ELLYN JAZZ UP
MUSIC FESTIVAL
Glen Ellyn

Jazznotesand talented
vocalistsfillthe airon
Main Street, butdon’t
forgettostop atone ofthe
intimate jam sessions at
nearby restaurants.

Mid-July
FRANKFORT
BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL

Frankfort
Bluegrassactsofallkinds—
up-and-comers and Grammy
winners—strum theirbanjos
and guitarsonthe Breidert

Greenand Prairie Park stages.

July 25-26
MERCHANT
STREET
MUSICFEST

Kankakee

Inthe downtown traindepot,
more than30local, regional
and national artists perform
onthreestages.

Late July

FIESTA EN EL RIO
Peoria

Latin American music takes
center stage at thisannual
partybytheriver. Remember,
you candance whilebiting
intoatacoor flauta.

Early August
DOWNTOWN
DECATUR MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Decatur

Siponalemon shake-up as
youperuse handmade crafts
fromlocal artisans, allwith
rock, pop and blues notesin
the background.

Early August
LOLLAPALOOZA
Chicago

Music fans flock to Grant Park
each summer for the annual
mega-party thatfeatures
dozens ofblockbuster
acts—thelikes of Chappell
Roan, Blink-182, Megan Thee
Stallion, and The Killers.

August1-17
ILLINOIS

STATE FAIR
GRANDSTAND
Springfield

Cap offyourday of carnival
ridesand tastytreats—not
tomention the Butter
Cow—withajammin’setor
some pop bops with 15,000
other fans.

August 22-23

MAHOMET

MUSIC FESTIVAL
Mahomet

Eachnight, threebandsprovide
the soundtrack for thislate-
summer party,butdon’t miss
the carnivalrides, cornhole
tournament and parade.

August 29-30

PEORIA BLUES
AND HERITAGE
MUSIC FESTIVAL
Peoria

Afterthe sundipsbelow
Peoria’sriverfront, the blues
and funk music travels from
two festival stages tolate-
nightbar shows.

Labor Day weekend
CHICAGO JAZZ
FESTIVAL

Chicago
Formorethan40years,the
free Millennium Park and
Chicago Cultural Center
concertshave celebrated the
Windy City’sjazzroots, hosting
bothlegendary musicians and
talented newcomers.

PHOTOGRAPH: POONEH GHANA FOR LOLLAPALOOZA
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_NORTH
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Bordering Chicago along Lake Michigan, Chicago’s North Shore is the perfect spot
to base a Chicago visit with easy access to the city and North Shore attractions.

Find events, hotel packages and more:

visitchicagonorthshore.com @chicagonorthshore IIIIHQIS
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THEN & NOW

TAKE A LOOK BACK

Centennial Tower

More than a century ago, the Chicago Tribune held
an international design competition to create

“the most beautiful building in the world” for their new
downtown headquarters, the Tribune Tower.

N

“ l” Luxurious

finishes, marble
masterbaths

and high-end
appliances—such as
Sub-Zero, Wolf, and
Miele—are just some
ofthe design features
foundinthe Tribune
Tower Residences.

Condoresidents soak
The mediaconglomerate up the city’s skyline

received more than 260 entries andviewsofthe river
from 23 countries, with and lake from the
New Yorkarchitects Hood and 95th-floor Crown
Howellswinninga first-place Lounge and Terrace.
prize of $50,000. Builtin
1925inthe Gothic Revival style,
6-storybuilding
featur r b
athree-storyarched entrance
and famous quotes carved
into walls of the first-floorlobby,
whichis still open to the public.

@ LINOIS INSIDER Embedded in the exterior stone walls are fragments

from historic monuments (such as London’s Westminster Abbey and the
Vatican’s St. Peter’s Basilica), plus artifacts from the American Revolution’s
Battle of Bunker Hilland WWII’s Omaha Beach in Normandy.
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Memories are Made
In Southern Ninois
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Experience

LL el

Dine Play SIlop Stay

A memorable stop along
historic Route 66, Uptown
Normal combines world-class
cultural attractions, vibrant
events, eclectic restaurants,
boutique retail shops,
premier lodging and
state-of-the-art transit
with historic main street
charm and warm
midwestern hospitality.

Visit and discover how we're

changing the definition
of Normal.

calendar, directory and more at
uptownnormal.com
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Camp Aramoni, Tonica

Imagine a free long weekend suddenly appears in your
near future—no plans, no responsibilities.
What are you craving)| Everyone has their own recipe
for bliss. Take our quil{{to plan your ideal escape.

WRITER TREE MEINCH
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FIND YOUR BLISS

Use this quiz to help you decide where to go on
your next Illinois getaway.

WHEN | TRAVEL, | PREFER
EXPERIENGES THAT:

A. Takemebackwith Father Time
B. Letmebond with
Mother Nature
C. Feel high-end and exclusive
D. Energize me and make
me laugh
E. Help me slowdown and reflect

I'M HAPPIEST WHEN:

A.Learningsomethingnew

B. Exploringwide-open spaces

C. Splurging on myself, family
or partner

D. Myheartrateiselevated

E. Surrounded by farm animals

MY YOUTUBE WATGH LATER
PLAYLIST IS FILLED WITH:

A. Biographiesofgreatleaders
and innovators
B. Reality showssetin
the wilderness
C. Meditation and yogasessions
D. Video game playthroughs
E. How-tovideosbyexperts

"D LOVE T0 SIT DOWN FOR
A DRINK WITH:

A.KenBurns (documentary
filmmaker)

B. Jeff Probst (Survivorhost)

C. Gwyneth Paltrow

D. Tom Cruise

E. MarthaStewart

[F 1 HAD ONE EXTRA HOUR
TO DO ANYTHING | WANTED
TODAY, [ WOULD:

A.Sinkintoacomfychairwith
agood book

B. Takeawalk through the park

C. Soakinabubblebath

D. Tryindoorrockclimbing

E. Workinmyyard/garden

MY FAVORITE MEAL IS:

A. Afternoonteawithall the
traditional trimmings

B. Aperfectly packed picniclunch

C. Amulticourse tasting menu at
atrendybistro

D. Cocktails and sushi

E. Afarm-to-tablebrunch

MY SIGNATURE LOOK
INCLUDES A:

A. Pairofdressyboots
B. Flowylinenshirt
C. Cashmerewrap

D. Belted jumpsuit

E. Denimjacket

MY OFFICIAL ROAD TRIP
PLAYLIST FEATURES:

A. Thrilling symphonic pieces,
suchas“The Starsand Stripes
Forever” by John Philip Sousa

B. Mellow tunes that make
yousmile,suchas “Whata
Wonderful World” by
Louis Armstrong

C. Lushballads performed
by exceptional vocalists,
such as “Beautiful” by
ChristinaAguilera

D. Dance mixes that getyour
feet tapping, suchas “Uptown
Funk”byMark Ronson
featuring Bruno Mars

E. Feel-good sing-alongs, such
as“Thank GodI'maCountry
Boy” by John Denver

F1"M WATCHING TV,
IT"S PROBABLY:

A.TheHistory Channel
B. Animal Planet

C. The Food Network
D.E!

E. Magnolia Network

MY DREAM ROAD TRIP
VEHIGLE 1§ A:

A.Vintage Volkswagen Beetle
B. RivianRIS

C. Rolls-Royce Spectre

D. Chevrolet Corvette[R1
E.Ford F-150

Amish Country

Nauvoo




Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum, Springfield

Bishop Hill

TRAVEL Govpioee
THROUGH and personal

withthe
HISTORY  humanity

andlegacy of
Illinois’ mostfamousresident at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum in Springfield.
The museum features multimedia
programs,rareartifactsand
areproduction ofthe1861 White
House to create animmersive
experience of Lincoln’slife and
legacy. Downtheblock, are-creation
ofthe Old State Capitol, Illinois’
statehouse from 1840 to 1876, honors
the Supreme Courtwhere Lincoln
tried cases asalawyer.

MORE HISTORIC TOWNS T0 TRY

Food-centricfestivals and timeless
craftwork take centerstagein
Illinois Amish Country, spanning
the towns of Arcola, Arthur, Sullivan
and Tuscola. Trades like pottery
and broom making, which helped
build the historicvillage of Bishop
Hillin 1846, remain pillars ofthe
community today. Visit several of the
foundational sites of Joseph Smith
and The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saintsin Nauvoo.

PHOTOGRAPHS: RYAN DONNELL, (AMISH COUNTRY) IOT, (NAUVOO) JASON DONNELLY, (BISHOP HILL) JAY WILDE
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Southern Illinois’
stunning Shawnee
National Forest
welcomes leashed
dogs throughout
the state’s largest
swath of public
land. Consider
Shawnee Forest
Cabins for pet-
Jfriendly lodging
options in Herod.

Conference Center, Grafton

DISCOVER ...
ENDLESS  dependent

waterfalls,
NATURE canyons, dells,
overlooks and
alcoveslure hikers through Starved
Rock State Park near Oglesby. Hit the
trailsinthe earlymorningto claim quiet
andsolitude at thisbeloved destination.
Bookingaroom or cabininthe woods at
o ! Starved Rock Lodge and Conference
F e L Center is the favorite, comfiest way to
: ] Shawnee National Forest beat the crowds of day-trippers. Richly
=, _--.. " - rustictouchesset the scene at this

- . -
— "'_#‘ Starved Rock State Park, stone-and-loglodge that’slisted on the
. - ol Oglesby National Register of Historic Places.
-
= = MORE STATE PARKS T0 TRY

—~ Nestled along the Great River Road in
= : Grafton, Pere Marquette Lodge and

=L 'J-'h - Conference Centerin the state park
- ’ coaxes guests toslowdown and gather

around a700-tonstone fireplace after
aday exploring the surroundingbluffs.

W %(. Rockytrails at Mississippi Palisades
L State Parkin Savannatrace the routes

of Native American pathfindersalong
the Mississippiand Applerivers. Water
- i reigns supreme in Spring Grove’s Chain
= | . O’Lakes State Park, toutingmore
‘ than480miles of shoreline.

PHOTOGRAPHS: STARBOARD AND PORT, (PERE MARQUETTE) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI/REDUX, (STARVED ROCK) RYAN DONNELL, (BUNKER HILL) COURTESY OF BUNKER HILL FARMS
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Bunker Hill Farms, Woodstock

AT
GO ON AN You've probably never stepped on a farmstead quite like Bunker Camp Aramoni, Tonica I‘\.____.,-"Ir
EXCLUSIVE Hill Farms. This luxuryprivate resortin Woodstock was ,

invite-only, catering to celebrities and VIPs, until 2023. Now the
RETREAT overnightlodge, cottage and silo suite on a private lake welcomes
the public, but only one group atatime (accommodating up to
30 guests). Guests have access to the decadent spa-in-a-silowith a glass floor above a
garden, aprivate chef, an 18-hole golf course, and a spacious patio and terrace. Your
splurge stayhere also goes to a cause, as the owners donate all profits to charity.

MORE EXGLUSIVE RETREATS T0 TRY

Theupscale Harpole’s Heartland Lodge merges hunting-cabinresortand outfitter
withbed-and-breakfastcomfortsin Nebo. Boutique camping at Camp Aramoni

in Tonicamakes space for hotel amenities in safari-style tents tucked within
nearly100 acres of woods. Dragonfly Lakes in Dahindainvites you to slow down
insustainable timber-frame cabins, equipped with elegant bathrooms, kitchens

and fireplaces.
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HAVE AN After climbingasteep hill, the Wrath of Rakshasapausesbefore plunging 171 feet;
ADRENALINE theworld’s steepest dive-coaster drop comes to Gurnee’s Six Flags Great America
in 2025. The gravity-defying ride is in addition to the 17-story-tall, massive
RUSH pendulum thrill ride that changed the park’s skyline last year. The swinging Sky
Striker creation clocks speeds up to 75 mph. And it’s not even the fastestride
inthe park. Therecord-breaking Maxx Force coaster boasts an eye-watering 0 to 78 mph acceleration
intwo seconds. Across the street, water-lovers savor summer year-round at Great Wolf Lodge.
Splash awayin afour-story water tree house, the River Canyon Run familyraftride, and a40-foot
water vortexdrop, allunder oneroof.

MORE HEART-PUMPING ADVENTURES TO TRY

Letgoand letgravity take over at Aerie’s Resortin Grafton, where you fly past the trees via zipline or
glide between them on Illinois’ only alpine coaster. The Forge: Lemont Quarry serves up ziplining,
aropescourse androck climbingatits adventure park southwest of Chicago. Brave the Aussie Mat Dash
atRaging Waves, [1linois’ largest outdoor water parkin Yorkville.

Superman: Ultimate Flight,
Six Flags Great America, Gurnee




SPEND A DAY Marcoot Jersey
ONTHEFARM  creamery.a

seventh-generation
family farmin Greenville, invites people
todropinforavisit. Onaself-guided tour,
visitthe calfbarn, milking parlorand
creamery before sampling delicious dairy
creationslike the Tipsy Cheddar Cheese
orSriracha Cheese Curds. Discover more
artisan cheeses, ice cream, honeyand dog
treatsatthe Country Store. Schedule a
ride around the farmin ashaded, open-air
monster truck onthe “Big Cheese” Safari.
Duringthe one-hour excursion, patrons
tourthe pasture while tasting cheese.

MORE RURAL EXPERIENCES TO TRY

Naturebears extradelight when goats join
your hike at Hoof It Goat Treks in Galena.
Bookastandard goat trek—or opt for the
bonusbonfire edition. Venturebacktoa
simpler time with agrarian diversions at
Primrose Farmin St. Charles. Visitors
canwalktheland and meet the animals.
Checkthe online schedule foranimal
encounterslike milkingacow, feeding

the goats and gatheringeggs.

i Il'. . 5 .
N _h Hoof It Goat Treks, Galena

Il

Marcoot Jersey
Creamery, Greenville

ENJOYILELINOIS.COM 55




Rl A T infectious sounds of Cicad )b Mave RS
¥ been brinj{npeople tolt)r for decadespollol the
M pa-th]u{pa to e city M}ere tenacious Mlac)q
Latino and LGXTIAXcreators fpt th party started)]
and discover [{p) ) beat truly }pes on¥|

WRITERS BRIAN KRAMER
AND GARY THOMPSON
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PHOTOGRAPHS: (OPENER) BLAZEJ ZALEWSKI AND NOE PADILLA, (FESTIVAL) WALTER S. MITCHELL III/CITY OF CHICAGO

.|- heideal elevated heartrate pulses
at120beats per minute. So does adance
floor fueled by Chicago house music.
Aspropulsive and insistent today as
itwasmorethan40yearsagowhenit
wasinventedin a cluster of clubs on
the city’swestern and southern areas,
house’srhythms have always been
aboutmore than tempo. They’re an
invitation to escape the mundane. To
move and groove with your friends—or
complete strangers. Tojoin your heart
with otherlovers of the beat.
Discussions of house musicusually
beginwith DJ Francis Warren
Nicholls Jr.,akaFrankie Knuckles,
the “Godfather of House.” (Over the
decades, musichistoriansand fans
have also conferred godfather status
to ChicagoDJs Farley “Jackmaster”
Funk, Ron Hardy and Lil Louis, among
others.) In1977, Knuckles relocated
from New York to ChicagotoDJ ata

Ie,

CHICAGO
HOUSE MUSIC
FESTIVAL
Thousands gather
in Millennium Park
in early summer
to feel the beat.

newdance club called The Warehouse
onthecity’sindustrial westside. The
clubhad two distinct differences: Its
three floors were packed with top-of-
the-line speakers and audio equipment,
resultinginanintense, all-consuming
sound experience. More importantly,
itwas aprivate gay club. Membership
wasn’tabout exclusivitybut rather
creatingasafe place for people tobe
free from the negativity of sexism,
racism and homophobia.

Although some proclaimed disco
deadin1979, Knuckles knew people
wanted—no, needed—to get together
and dance. From The Warehouse’s
second-floor DJbooth, he used the
now-classicsetup of two turntables
and amixingboard to extend and
blend three-minute singlesinto epic
soundscapes. When he eventually
started his own club, The Power Plant,
in1983, Knucklesbeganincorporating

KOUSE
WUNTING

House music maintains a
home in plenty of Chicago
real estate, including these
events and clubs.

CHICAGO HOUSE
MUSIC FESTIVAL

House heads get their groove
onatthisfree, weekend-long
dance party (early summer).
Itcelebrates the genre with
astellarlineup of sets from
localand internationally
known DJson two stagesin
Millennium Park. Additional
festival eventsin previous
years have taken place at
nearby Chicago Cultural
Centerand Navy Pier.

SHEDD AFTER
HOURS: HOUSE
PARTY

Mingle with seacreatures
and marvel at the Chicago
skyline asthebeatswash
overyouat Shedd Aquarium
along Lake Michigan.On
selectsummer dates, local
DJsspinhouse sounds as
youenjoy the aquaticlife
and the views. Admission
includesall exhibits, with
food and beverages available
for purchase.

ARC MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Gatherin Union Park for
aLabor Dayweekend of
musicaround the theme
House Comes Home, with
more than 75 scheduled
performers. Pastrosters
included nameslike Carl Cox
and Chip E, theinnovative
producer of Knuckle’s first
recordfou Can’t Hide.
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drum machines and synthesizers to
layer sound. (Anoncomingfreight
trainwas one of his favorite effects.) - L
Recordings of his clubmixes on
cassette tapesand quickly produced : &
vinyl LPsfrom Trax Records were Fi o F—
traded between fans and eventually
soldinshopsaround town. L -
Crowdsballooned and diversified - S H ‘
as clubs multiplied. Blackand white,
gayand straight were soon flocking to
The Playground, the Bismarck Hotel,
Sauer’s,and The Music Boxevery
night of the week to hear DJs spin their
versions of musical salvation. For those
who couldn’t get to the club, Chicago-
arearadio stationsbroadcast shows
like Hot Mix 5 and Saturday Night Live .
Ain’t No Jive. House music had become
“disco’srevenge,” Knuckles boasted in
interviewslaterinhis career.
Chicago’s house music scene
suffered several blowsin the second
halfofthe1980s,includingincreased
club policingand the rise of HIV/AIDS.
Audiencesshrankand clubs closed, P
buttherecordings made their way
across the pond to UK music producers
whoused the sound as the template
behind dozens of chart-topping singles []
and albums for global audiences.
Windy City DJsbecame in-demand
producers for mainstream pop stars
like Janet Jackson, Whitney Houston
and Madonna, alllooking for ways to
bringdance musicback to the masses.
Knuckles continued to DJ, produce
and create house mixes of popular
songsuntilhisdeathin2014.
Inrecentyears, creatorsand fans “THE FEELING A THE
from around the world have filmed
documentaries, writtenbooksand

started festivalstotell the genre’s story. FEEDBACK THAT YOU GET

The goal: tokeep house music’sheart

beating for generations offansto come. FROM THE PEOPLE IN

A

THE ROOM, IS VERY, VERY

(FRANKIE KNUCKLES) STEVE EICHNER/GETTY,

SPIRITUAL. THE WAREHOUSE
WAS A LOT LIKE THAT.
FOR MOST OF THE PEOPLE

THAT WENT THERE, IT WAS

CHURCH FOR THEM.”

PHOTOGRAPHS: (SMARTBAR) COURTESY OF SMARTBAR/SAM SIEGELS

—FRANKIE KNUGKLES, 1385 INTERVIEW
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STEPPIN’ OUT

Along with house music,
Chicago gave birth to
another lasting form of
cultural expression: the
dance known as steppin’.

ChicagoDJ Sam Chatman
gave the dance styleits name:
steppin’. The smooth, soulful
and sensual pasde deux grew
outofthe Bop,becominga
1970s Windy City sensation
SMARTBAR inthe Black community.
Legendary house Today, the 6- or 8-count

DJ Derrick Carter dance.has couples spi.nning,
struttingand sashaying to

cool RY Bmusiclike Marvin
Junior Jr.’s “Step the Night
Away.” To truly appreciate
steppin’,you mustseeit—and
tryit. Top spots for steppers
include the 50 Yard Line and
The Grand Ballroom, both
onthe South Side. Takea
classfrominstructorslike
Snoop and Crew or Andre
Blackwell. And ifyouand
your partner practiceall
summer, you can enter the
annual World’s Largest
Steppers Competition, held
inSeptemberat Tinley Park
Convention Center.

has a residency
at this intimate
Wrigleyville
basement club.
«

LLINOIS INSIDER GOING STRONG ...

LlhelEncliorseat After 4} years of shaping pop music, house is still producing new bangers.
2068. Jefferson St.
isnowan office The chart-toppingreleases of Drake’s Honestly, Nevermind and Beyonc){'s
building and Chicago Renaissance (bothin 2022) returned house to the forefront of pop culture,
landmark. Snap aselfie showcasingthe genre’s ability to adapt to any moment. While Drake plays
atthe Honorary Frankie with tropical and Afropop beats on house-rooted tuneslike “Massive” and
Knuckles Way street sign “Texts Go Green,” Queen Bey exalts NYCballroom culture and musical
atthe corner of Jefferson elders, including herlate gay Uncle Johnnywho introduced her to house
and Adams streets. musicasachild. Move out the way, indeed!
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Radius Chicago

House-Proud
Venues

HYDRATE NIGHTGLUB
DJsplay progressive
housein Northalsted,
astoried LGBTQIA+
neighborhood.

PODLASIE GLUB

Onweekends, it’s
allabout thatbass
in Avondale.

PRYSM GHICAGO

Thisupscale Lincoln

Parknightclubboasts

touringhouse DJs as
wellasliveacts.

RADIUS CHICAGD

Housebeats often
overtake thisformer
steelfactoryin
EastPilsen.

THE WHISTLER
Kickbackwitha
cocktail at this
bar-gallery known for
itslive musicand house
DJsinLogan Square.

ll"

-

i

*
N

Prysm Chicago
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SMOKE AND L

5 MIRRORS
Magical house

artistsdraw locals to

this late-night Logan

Square speakeasy.

«

A

The Whistler ARC After-Dark Afterparty
at Prysm Chicago

f,

(RADIUS, ARC) NOE PADILLA, (WHISTLER) ROBERT BRENNER, (MAN WITH SUNGLASSES) BRANDY FIK

PHOTOGRAPHS: (DISCO BALL HAT, SMOKE AND MIRRORS ) FABIEN BAEZ FOR AURIS PRESENTS,




West Side Park, Champaign

CULTURAL
CONNECTIONS .

Step through Champaign’s
dynamic Black history
duringaself-guided tour
thatincludes more than
20 markers, muralsand
sculptures—all part

ofthe African American
Heritage Trail.

The Heritage Trail, one
of10 state-designated
cultural trails, showcases
landmarks such asthe 1863
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the oldest
African American churchin
Champaign County,and the
North First Street Corridor,
the city’soldestbusiness
districtdating tothe 1850s.

In West Side Park, the
stainless-steel-and-bronze
statue Double Dutch—A Jump
forJoy sparks memories

of children skipping ropes
(pictured). Andinthe
newlyrevitalized Skelton
Park, asteel sculpture
honorsthearea’s African
American musicians who
areknownlocally, nationally
andinternationally.

EEE
-]

(@) #5:

Scan the code
to learn more
about the arts
and culture
scene in Illinois.

PHOTOGRAPH: EXPERIENCE CHAMPAIGN URBANA
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Garden of the Gods Recreation Area

\/
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|

TALLLIMESTONE BLUFFS, BIZARRE BOULDERS AND

RALORBAGK RIDGES DEFINE THE JAW-DROPPING TOPOGRAPHY
OF SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST, GHASE WATERFALLS,
THEN UNWIND AT RETREATS SPANNING SOUTHERNMOST ILLINOIS,

WRITER BRIANNE SANCHEZ

P

_—

i RV

Naturalwonders converge in the Shawnee Hillsregion.

Nestled between the Ohio and Mississippirivers, this
SouthernIllinois spot encompasses anational forest,
sevenwilderness areasand nine state parks. From
Bald Knob Wilderness on the state’s western edge to
theborder with Kentucky, trails and waterways are
packed with ecological marvels. Winding drives make
gettingthere—and gettingaround—part of the fun.

Theregion’s ancient formations emerged thanks
tonature’s erosive forces, creating slopes and sheer
wallsideal forscalingand hiking. Sandstone cliffsand
rocky precipices also serve as stunningbackdrops for
less strenuous pursuits. Sample your way through a
variety of vineyards and breweries on a tasting tour.
Orbringablanketand coolertoavenue thatinvites
musicfansto “rockon”atthe mouth ofacave.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: STARBOARD AND PORT, (JACKSON FALLS) RYAN DONNELL

FIVEFAB
ADVENTURE
TRAILS

The IY|{| -mile River-to-River
Trail beckons backpackers,
but interesting day hikes
abound. Choose from scenic
strolls or ruggedjfoutes.

-ZRangers consider

Giant City Nature Trail
amust-see at Giant
City State Parkin
Makanda. This1-mile,
moderately difficult
loop meanders through
massive sandstone rock
formations. Naturally
walled terrainresembles
the streetsofan ancient
city. Spot salamanders,
birds, bats and other
wildlife that make
theirhomesinthe

rock crevices.

Garden of the Gods Recreation Area

Jackson Falls, _§hawnee

National Forest- _

nﬁHike 20 minutes

through the foresttothe
top of Jackson Falls, a
popular warm-weather
destination. The
seasonal waterfall’s flow
dependsuponrecent
rainfall. Whenit’s wet,
stay cautious of slippery
surfaces. Accessthe
falls’bottomviaa
3.25-mileround-trip
route,beginningat
Trail[] 049 off rugged
Glen Street Falls Road.

nﬂEightmiles of

interconnected trails
atBell Smith Springs
Recreation Area
showcase distinct rock
formationsandlush
landscapes. Don’t miss
Devil’'s Backbone and
Boulder Falls. Descend
stone stepsbuiltinto
thecliffside tothe
canyon floor. Prepare
towade through pools
and hiddensprings
atthis National
Natural Landmark.

nﬁThe Observation

Trail at Garden of

the Gods Recreation
Areapairsstunning
viewswith interpretive
signage. Followthe
flagstone pathtolearn
aboutthe geological
origins ofnamed
formationslike Camel
Rock, Table Rockand
Devil’s Smokestack. Just
aquarter-milelong, this
postcard-worthyhike
rewards those shorton
time or stamina.

HECave-in-Rock

State Parkisnamed
forthe 55-foot-wide
cave thatwasnaturally
carved outoflimestone
rock.Once ahideout
used by pirates who
threatened travelerson
the Ohio River, todayitis
atranquil place to trek.
There’sariverwalkand
twohikingtrailsinthe
heavilywooded park.
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ILLINOIS INSIDER
Groove then

glampduringevents
and concerts at
Shawnee Cave
Amphitheater,
amesmerizing
outdoor music
venue nestled into
al00-foot-long
sandstonebluff. The
natural formation
amplifies each note.
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Shawnee Blul{| s Canopy
Tour, Makanda

NATURALTHRILLS

Heart-pumping attractions await visitors
who crave an adrenaline rush. Exciting
Shawnee Hills expeditions keep everyone
moving and good times rolling.

TIPLINE

Channelyourinnerflying squirrel on the
Shawnee Bluffs Canopy Tour out of
Makanda. Experienced guides notonly
show participants theropes, they educate
everyone on ecologybetween exhilarating
trips through the trees. Whiz from platform
toplatformand hike past white oak and
otherhardwoodsontwo- orthree-hour
established excursions.

ROCK CLIMB

Ferne Clyffe State Park designates
dozensofnamed and graded routesin three
distinctlocations for climbers of all skill
levels. Trad, sportand toprope fans will all
find areas to enjoy. For up-to-date climbing
routes,details and descriptions, research
Mountain Projectonline.

BICYCLE

Stretching 45 miles from Harrisburg
toKarnak, Tunnel Hill State Trail
follows a crushed-gravel former railroad
bed. Lessambitious cyclists can take

the sectionbetween Viennaand Tunnel
Hillfora20-mileround-tripride. Turn
around after the historic1929 train
tunneland stop foranice creamtreatat
Sandburn Junction, asmall shop with
bike rentalsand snacks.

HORSEBACK RIDE

Saddle up and follow skilled wranglers
onaguided gallop. Giant City Stables

in Makandaislocated at the north end of
Giant City State Park and offers aone-hour
equestrianjourney through exclusive trails,
aswell ashand-led rides forkids. The park
alsofeaturesal2-mile public horse trail

and designated horse campground.

PHOTOGRAPHS: IOT, (HORSE) COURTESY OF GIANT CITY STABLES



Pet-Friendly
Parks

Leashed animals
are allowed in
Illinois state parks,
but keep pets out
of campground
cabins. At Giant
City State Park ‘a,
tail-friendly hiking
options include
all trails except
Trillium Trail.

i, '- JGlantCltysytePark
-"'_"' g i - Tt . Makanda f

f: ,.-Ir,ll"r.r'" e "-r“ll‘"
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GETAWAY
GOALS
Balance your
active pursuits
with time to relax
and unwind.

= __Qavie School
Inn, Anna
Giant City State Park Lodge and
Restaurant, Makanda

17th Street BBQ,
Murphysboro
Scratch Brewing
Company, Ava
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MAKEITA
WEEKEND

Lush landscapes make

the Shawnee Hills an
alluring escape. Locally
owned establishments
infuse unique places to
dine, drink and stay.

Toasttothe 30th
anniversaryofthe
Shawnee Hills Wine
Trail with sips at

12 spectacular Southern
Illinois vineyards.

Orderafullrackat
renowned barbecue
destination [{}{{th
Street BBQin
Murphysboro, home
to the legendary Magic
Dustseasoning blend.

Named atop brewery for
. - y : foraged beer by Outside

Timber Ridge Outpost and.; : e 1 . magazine, Ava’s Seratch
Cabins, Elizabethtoyll:n _- ol P L T Brewing Company ‘&

g i . featuresfarmhouse
q -"i,l A + ) : i : stylesenhancedby
; A : local ingredients.

l Sl ot f InMakanda, checkin
u ) M il atthehistoric Giant
e [ - City State Park Lodge
E n y i ; t [ ¥ : ! and Restaurantand
: e - | : marvelat its Civilian
I di . o . } : fug Conservation Corps
alr craftsmanship with the

use of Illinois hardwoods
initsbeamsand pillars.

k

Thestate’sfirsttree
house andlog cabin
resort, Timber Ridge
Outpostand Cabins ‘&
in Elizabethtown elevates
guests’experience with
canopy views.

4

¥
PHOTOGRAPHS#JOHN NOLTNER, (BBQ) RYAN DONNELL,

Stayinone of11converted
classrooms at the historic
Davie School Inn for
alessoninreimagined
luxuryin Anna.

o

(PIZZA) I1OT, (TIMBER RIDGE) COURTESY OF TIMBER RIDGE
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Scan the
code for more
places to
go and
things to do.
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Three Oaks Recreation
Area, Crystal Lake

HESTATE
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OF
The 188)| pe

venue anchors
town square.

SR McHenry County

OF NOTE About an hour northwest of Chicago, McHenry County

Glacial Park
ConservationArea, offers a change of pace from the urban bustle. Its
anatural wonderland, communities retain small-town charm and rural roots.
isthe McHenry
County Conservation Inaclassicepisode of The Twilight McHenry Countyalso beckons
District’s most Zone, astressed executiveriding the withnatural beautyand spots for
popularsite. trainhome fromthe cityfalls asleep and outdoorrecreation. The Fox River
seemingly wakesupinanidyllicsmall flows through, helping connecta
town called Willoughby. It’s abitlike waterway system called the Chain O’
thatwhenyouvisit McHenry County, Lakes, and the city of Crystal Lake
exceptthedreamytownsyoucanreach hasits ownnamesake 230-acrebody
viaMetratrain—like Cary, Crystal Lake of water. All of them attractbirders,
and McHenry—are fishers and paddlers, while spotslike
< forreal, their quaint Moraine Hills State Park draw hikers
QUARRY downtowns filled and cyclists. Foramore leisurely
CABLE PARK quirky shops encounter with nature, visit farms
Stayandenjoya 4 colorful history. where fields of sunflowers bloomin
firepit ‘f"d live  ywoodstock’s squareis  latesummer. The Volo Museumin
entertainment. o, pictyresquethatit’s  Voloisaride throughautomotive
beenin pictures, most history,and the Illinois Railway
famously Groundhog Day. And since Museumin Union transports you
agricultureisstill bighere, you’ll find backtowhen trainsdominated

some of the state’sbestfarmers markets.  travel—maybe to Willoughby?
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During the weekend, find
food purveyors, artisans
and more at the McHenry
Riverwalk Shoppes, a
village of tiny start-ups.

Three Oaks Recreation
Area,anold quarry,
isnowarockin’spotfor
water-loversin Crystal
Lake.Swim, paddle,
boat (rentals available)
and even scubadive.
AtQuarry Cable Park,
there’swakeboarding
and live music.

EAT

Cooloffwith atreatat
Julie Ann’s, afamily-
owned frozen custard
shopinCrystal Lake.

Find farm-to-table
comfortfood and more
than150beers at Duke’s
Alehouse and Kitchen
inCrystal Lake. Pizza
atDuke’s Inferno in
Woodstockisfire too.

Stopinto Ye Olde
Corner Tap forold-
fashioned ambience

andaYe Olde Fashioned
cocktailin McHenry.

STAY

Relaxatthe Cherry Tree
InnBed and Breakfast
withawraparound porch
inWoodstock.It’sa
convenientbase camp for
exploring downtown.

ILLINOIS INSIDER
Fornearly 20 years,

Reeses Barkery and
Pawtique ‘& hasbeen
helping people pamper
theirdogsand catswith the
bestfoods, treats, toys and
accessoriesin McHenry.
Localsraveabout the
friendly, personal service.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (OPERA HOUSE) CITY OF WOODSTOCK, (QUARRY CABLE PARK) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI/REDUX, (BRIDGE) PAUL NORDMANN, (ART CENTER) IOT



View exhibits on
dinosaurs, Mississippi
Riverwildlife and Native
Americansinside
The Quincy Museum,
housedinthehistoric
Newcomb-Stillwell
Mansion.

Tour VillaKathrine, a
Moroccan-style mansion
built on the Mississippi
bluffs for Quincy
native and world traveler
W.George Metz.

Use the self-checkout
systemat Kayak Quincy
torentavessel at Kesler
Parkand paddle Quincy
Bay. Paddles and life
jacketsareincluded.

EAT

Billy Joel could have
written “Scenes froman
Ttalian Restaurant” about
Tiramisu, anold familiar
pizzaand pastaplace
across the street from
Washington Park.

The Maid-Rite isone of
the oldest (since 1928)
ofthe Midwest sandwich-
shop chainrestaurants.
Stopinforaclassic
loose-meatburger.

Thecity’sonlycraft
brewery, Quincy
Brewing Company ‘s,
keepsthingshopping with
beerslike Great Debate,
apalelager. Petsare
welcomein The Garden,
their outdoorspace.

STAY

The Atrium Hotel on
Thirdisrenovating
andrebrandingasa

DoubleTreeby Hilton.

Look fornew furniture,
flooringandbath
fixturesineveryroom,
plusupgraded food and
beverage options.

9

Quincy

GREAT RIVERS COUNTRY

Though held in high regard forits architecture,
Quincy keeps a low profile along the Great River Road,
sparkling for those who discover this hidden gem.

Anchored to the Mississippi River,
Quincyissteepedinhistoryand
acclaimed forits buildings. With four
districts onthe National Historic
Register (representing 3,600 properties),
Quincyis hometo some of the state’s
mostimportantstructuresnotin
Chicago. National Geographicnamed
16th and Maine Street one of 10 most
architecturally significant cornersin
the U.S. The spotisinthecity’s East End
Historic District, which includes every
popularhome style from the 1830s to the
1930s. Most of the dwellings have been
restored and arebeautifullylandscaped.
Take aself-guided walkingtourorrent
abike through Bike Quincy—the first
twohoursarefree.

Bayview Bridge

Downtown, The District offers
shopping, dining and entertainment
amid more historicarchitecture, plus
afarmers market on Saturdays (May
through October). Stillhungry? Quincy
boasts130-plusrestaurants, halfofthem
locally owned. On summer Fridays,
Bluesin The Districtbrings concerts
toWashington Park, where the sixth
Lincoln-Douglas debate took place in
1858—learn more at the Lincoln-Douglas
Debate Museum across the street. In
June, the parkalsohosts the Midsummer
Arts Faire,athree-dayfestival featuring
60 artists. Appreciate creativity year-
round at The Art Center, which maintains
acollection of more than 400 works by
regional and nationalartists.
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THE ART
CENTER
Pop in (for free)
or signup to
take a class.

N

0 ¥

Q

POPULATION
39,463

OF NOTE
Bayview Bridge over
the Mississippi River
features multihued
lights thatputonan
always-changing
showatnight.

o
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POPULATION
12,252

OF NOTE
Lake Sara,an
800-acrereservoir
west of town, has
apublicbeach,
twomarinas, a
playground and golf.
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LAND OF LINCOLN

¢

Effingham

People have some fun with the town’s name, but locals
and in-the-know travelers laugh right along—all the way to
attractions that are seriously stimulating and relaxing.

Atthe crossroadsof Interstates 57 and
70, Effingham welcomes many travelers
who are just passing through, offering
restandrepasts with 17 hotels and more
than65restaurants. And for decades,
Effingham straddled two majorrailroad
lines, earning the nickname “Heart of
the United States.” Today, the City of New
Orleans, Amtrak’s

THE ER 0SS historic passenger
AT THE line, still picks
CROSSROADS upanddropsoff
Walk the passengers hereon
8-acre campus. itsroute between
Chicagoand

New Orleans. Butthe city’sattractions

warrant more than justabriefstop.
The most prominentlandmark

is The Crossatthe Crossroads,

a198-foot-tall symbol thatstands
nearI-57/70.People go there toreflect,
connectwith their faith and visit the
adjacentwelcome centerand chapel.
Fortheroadspartofcrossroads,
checkouttherareautomobiles, such
asclassic Corvettes and Volkswagens,
at My Garage Museum.A 1910 gas
station was moved to the museum
andrestored on-site. Foodies know
top chefsuse butcher-block cutting
boards crafted by John Boos and
Company,an Effingham-based
company founded in 1887. Shop their
factory showroom outlet store—
it’sopento the public. See more
craftsmanshipin the Effingham
County Courthouse Museum—it’s on

the National Register of Historic Places.

Firefly Grill

Walk, run or bike
miles of smooth pavement
onthe TREC Trail
throughwoods and
anature parknearthe
Little Wabash River.

Starship and Randy Travis
highlight the 2025 concert
calendarat Effingham
Performance Center,
al,500-seatvenue.

More than 30 sculptures
by Midwestartists
decorate the streetsas
partofSculptures on
the Avenues. Starta
self-guided walking tour
atcityhall, where you
canpickupamap.

EAT

Firefly Grill, Nialland
Kristie Campbell’s
rustic-chicrestaurant,
earns glowingreviews
withingredients grown
on-siteand gathered
fromareafarmers,
fishers and foragers.

Cafe owner Emily
Debenham got herstart
atFirefly Grill. Nowshe

serves hand-brewed,
small-batch coffee, plus
wraps and sandwiches

full oflocal flavors, at

Joe Sippers Cafe.

Since 1978, Niemerg’s
Steakhouse hasbeen
dishing outscratch-made,
good-as-Grandma’s
breakfast,lunchand
dinner. The fried chicken
and the piesarebigfaves.

STAY

Choose Lofts at the
Exchange with the
modern-industrial vibe
and convenient location of
afurnished loft apartment
inarenovated 1890 bank
building downtown.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (THE CROSS AT CROSSROADS) MRCMOS/GETTY, (FIREFLY GRILL) ASTRID JOHANA PHOTOGRAPHY, (STATUE) IOT, (STATE PARK) DAVID RADZIETA/GETTY



Jointhousands offans
who come for the annual
Superman Celebration

(June13-15),aweekend
of costumes, contests
and celebrities.

The Super Museum
holds one of the world’s
largest privately owned
collections of Superman

memorabilia—70,000-plus
items, includingacostume
wornby George Reeves.

Getaselfiewiththe
Noel Neill/Lois Lane
Statue, which honors
Neill, thefirstactorto play
Superman’sleadinglady.

Scubadive at Mermet
Springs, afull-service
scubatraining facility
and dive site. Among
the spring-fed quarry’s
underwater treasures:
a727jetusedinthe
movie U.S. Marshals.

EAT

Order from the Black Rock
Grillmenu at Cordavine’s
Italian Kitchen and
yourentreeisservedona
775-degreeblack stone to

finish cookingat yourtable.

Here’s the skinny on Fat
Edd’s Roadhouse:it’sall
about fun, hands-onfood
(like kabobs, peel-and-eat

shrimp, and chicken wings).

Getthe Superman
Breakfast—twoeggs,
loaded hashbrowns
and toast—untilnoon
atYesterday’s BBQ, a

favorite spotamong locals.

STAY

OhioRiverviews and
Vegas-style gaming up
theante at Harrah’s
Metropolis Hotel and
Casino. Roomsare haute
yethomey, and there are

two on-site dining options.

Superman Statue

TRAILS TO ADVENTURE

Metropolis area

While its claim to fame stems from a fictional
superhero, the town of Metropolis in southernmost
Illinois promises some very real delights.

Formore than 50 years, Metropolis has
beenthe officialhometown of Superman,
astatusdeclaredby DC Comics and
theIllinois General Assemblyin1972.
The city’s pridein thatlofty honoris
clear from the 15-foot-tall statue of the
Man of Steel that guards the business
district. Though Clark Kent’s alter ego
draws people to this town just off I-24 in
the southern tip of Illinois, other super
attractions get them to stay awhile.
Downtown, Market Streetishome to
locally owned boutiques full of fashions,
homedecorand antiques. Onthe eastern
edge of town, Fort Massac State Park

istheoldeststate parkinIllinoisand
containsareconstructed fortfromthe
French and Indian War. The visitors
center has exhibits about the fort,and
the parkhasadiscgolfcourse, picnic
shelters, playgrounds, and places for
fishing, hikingand biking. Explore
Mermet Lake State Fishand Wildlife
Area,about12miles northwest of
Metropolis. The old cypress swamp, now
ahaven forwaterfowl, is popularwith
anglers,boatersand hikers. Onthe Ohio
River Scenic Byway, Kincaid Mounds
State Historic Site, once home to Native
Americans,datestoA.D.900.

ILLINOIS INSIDER
Thoughartisan

cookies, cupcakes
andice cream give
Sissy’s Metropolis
asweetreputation,
the downtownbakery
alsoservessavory
soups, saladsand
sandwiches for lunch.

FORT
MASSAC
STATE PARK
InIX)8, this site
that overlooks
the Ohio River
became Illinois’
first state park.

Q

POPULATION
5,969

OF NOTE
Metropolis Lighthouse,
akaHope Light,
overlooks the Ohio
River from Dorothy
Miller Park. It’s the
world’sfirstlighthouse
dedicated to the fight
against cancer.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 75



ADVERTISEMENT

EXPLORE

Check out these inspiring places across Illinois.

HEMPSTOCK PHARMS
Working Hemp Farm and Craft
Cannabinoid Formulation Center

Hempstock PharmsisIllinois’ first
and onlyyear-round, tourable, working
hemp farm and craft cannabinoid
formulation center. Hempstock’s
on-farmretail store, apothecary
and education centerisopen Monday
through Thursday, 10 a.m.—-6 p.m.
with extended hourson Friday and
Saturday,10 a.m.-8 p.m.

HempstockPharms.com

[ £] Hempstock Pharms

TAKE A GREAT RIVER
ROAD TRIP

Charming main streets, engaging
museums and amazing outdoor
recreation opportunitiesarejustafew
ofthe thingsyou’llfind along the
Great River RoadinIllinois, an
All-American Road.

GreatRiverRoad-Illinois.com

El © ILGreatRiverRoad

CHOOSE YOUR
ADVENTURE IN
STEPHENSON COUNTY

Diverse entertainment, cultural
spaces, interesting attractions and
fantasticfood. Choose your
adventurein Stephenson County,
where miles of trails, historical
locales, beautiful parks, unique shopping
and fantasticdining await!

GreaterFreeport.com/Visit

B3 GreaterFreeportPartnership
@greaterfreeportnow

PLAY IN PONTIAC

Don’tjustdrive Route 66, experience
itin Pontiac! Plunge into the history
ofthe Mother Road and more.
Snapiconic photos with our murals.
Live the goodlifein the slowlane.

VisitPontiac.org

[ £] VisitPontiacIL
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EXPLORE ART
AND HISTORY
Elgin Area’s Architecture

Spendaweekendinthe Elgin Area,
experiencingarchitectureand
artshowcased inhistoricdowntowns.
Discoveranornate temple and
the onlyfarmhouse that Frank Lloyd
Wright designed and built.

ExploreElginArea.com/
ArchitectureAdventure

[ {] ExploreElgin
B @exploreelginareal714

IMMERSE YOURSELF
IN HISTORY
Naper Settlement, a I)|-Acre Outdoor
History Museum in Naperville

Stepbackin time tovisit the blacksmith
atthe forge, watchliving-history
demonstrations, explore immersive
exhibits, enjoy guided walking tours
and more at Naper Settlement, an award-
winningoutdoorhistory museum.

NaperSettlement.org

[ f] NaperSettlement
@napersettlement

M naper-settlement



ADVERTISEMENT

LAKE SHELBYVILLE

Hike, bike, boat, swim, canoe, kayak,
wine, dine, stay, play and so much more.
Explore, relaxand rejuvenate
while you enjoy the possibilities!

LakeShelbyville.com

B3 Lake.Shelbyville
@lakeshelbyville

SIMPLY ARTHUR

Weare the heartofthe Illinois Amish
Country. Experience therich
historyand proud tradition of the

Arthurarea. Discover Amish

furniture and shops, wildlife
adventures, and other hidden gems!

Arthurlllinois.us

K} VisitArthurIllinois

JOHN DEERE PAVILION

Visitthe John Deere Pavilionin
Moline forequipmentyou can
experience up close, interactive
displays, andlarger-than-life
exhibits. Admissionis always free!

VisitJohnDeere.com
Kl JohnDeereUSCA
JohnDeere

@JohnDeere
B John-Deere

CELEBRATION RIVER
CRUISES

Experience the Mississippi River
instyle aboard Moline’s family-owned
Celebration Belle, offering lunch,
dinner, sightseeing, themed events,
and all-dayexcursionsbetween the
Quad Citiesand Dubuque, Iowa.
Groupswelcome. Chartersavailable.

CelebrationBelle.com

K} CelebrationBelle

SET YOUR SIGHTS
ON ST. CHARLES

Your dream getaway filled
withaward-winning
culinarycreations, first-class
entertainmentand
breathtakingnaturalbeauty
iswaiting foryou
toarrivein St. Charles.

bit.ly/4gjgSfJ

K} sTcCalliance
@travelstcharles

VOLO MUSEUM

The world-famous Volo Museum s
anall-dayattraction forall ages.
Exhibitsinclude collector and famous
cars from movies, a Titanic Museum,
ananimatronicdinosaur park,
boatsplanes, trains and more!

VoloFun.com

[ f] B VoloMuseum
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Aurora Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
630/256-3190,
enjoyaurora.com

Chicago’s North Shore
Convention and

Visitors Bureau
847/763-0011,
visitchicagonorthshore.com

Choose Chicago
312/567-8500,
choosechicago.com

DeKalb County Convention
and Visitors Bureau
877/335-2521,815/756-1336,
dekalbcountycvb.com

Discover DuPage
800/232-0502,630/575-8070,
discoverdupage.com

Explore Elgin Area
847/695-7540,
exploreelginarea.com

GoRockford
800/521-0849, 815/963-8111,
gorockford.com

Heritage Corridor
Destinations
844/944-2282,800/926-2262,
hcdestinations.com

Meet Chicago Northwest
800/847-4849, 847/490-1010,
chicagonorthwest.com

Naturally McHenry County
815/893-6280,
naturallymchenrycounty.com

Rosemont Convention and
Tourism Bureau
847/823-2100, rosemont.com

Visit Chicago Southland
888/895-8233,708/895-8200,
visitchicagosouthland.com

Visit Kankakee County
815/935-7390,
visitkankakeecounty.com
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ravel Resources

Visitors Bureaus

Visit Lake County
847/662-2700,
visitlakecounty.org

Visit NW Illinois
815/946-2108,
visitnorthwestillinois.com

Visit Oak Park
708/524-7800,
visitoakpark.com

Tourist Information Centers

Prairie View South I-57,
rest area southbound, Monee

Turtle Creek I-90, rest area
southbound, South Beloit

GREAT RIVERS COUNTRY

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488, downstateil.org

Discover Peoria
800/747-0302, 309/676-0303,
peoria.org

Explore Henry County
309/937-3426;
explorehenrycounty.com

Galena Country Tourism
815/776-9200, visitgalena.org

Galesburg Tourism and
Visitors Bureau
309/343-2485,
experiencegalesburg.com

Great Rivers and Routes

of Southwest Illinois
800/258-6645,618/465-6676,
riversandroutes.com

Macomb Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
309/833-1315,
visitforgottonia.com

See Quincy 800/978-4748,
217/214-3700, seequincy.com

Southernmost Illinois
Tourism Bureau
618/833-9928,
southernmostillinois.com

Visit NW Illinois
815/946-2108,
visitnorthwestillinois.com
Visit Quad Cities
800/747-7800,
visitquadcities.com

Tourist Information Center

Homestead I-55, rest area
northbound, Hamel

LAND OF LINCOLN

Danville Area

Visitors Bureau
800/383-4386, 217/442-2096,
visitdanvillearea.com

Decatur Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800/331-4479, 217/423-7000,
decaturcvb.com

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488, downstateil.org

Experience Champaign-
Urbana

800/369-6151, 217/351-4133,
experiencecu.org

Jacksonville Area
Convention and

Visitors Bureau
800/593-5678,217/243-5678,
jacksonvilleil.org

Lake Shelbyville Area CVB
800/874-3529; 217/774-2244,
lakeshelbyville.com

Logan County

Tourism Bureau
217/732-8687,
destinationlogancountyil.com

Visit BN 800/433-8226,
309/665-0033, visitbn.org

Visit Effingham
800/772-0750, 217/342-5310,
visiteffinghamil.com

Visit Springfield
800/545-7300, 217/789-2360,
visitspringfieldillinois.com

Tourist Information Centers

Cumberland Road I-70,
rest area westbound, Marshall

Salt Kettle I-74, rest area
westbound, Oakwood

TRAILS TO ADVENTURE

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488, downstateil.org

Mt. Vernon Tourism
618/242-3151,
enjoymtvernon.com

Rend Lake Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
618/889-5283, rendlake.com

Southernmost Illinois
Tourism Bureau
618/833-9928,
southernmostillinois.com
Visit SI

800/433-7399, 618/997-3690,
visitsi.com

Tourist Information Centers

Fort Massac 5402 Hwy. 45 S,
Metropolis

Rend Lake North I-57, rest
area northbound, Whittington

Rend Lake South I-57, rest
area southbound, Whittington



TRAVELER
INFORMATION

DRIVING IN ILLINOIS
Illinois highways and roads

are well maintained and provide
posted signage for drivers, so
takingaroad trip is abreeze.
Chicagois aday’s drive or less
from major cities including
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Detroit,
Indianapolis, Kansas City,
Milwaukee, Minneapolis,
Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Toronto.

State law requires you to wear a
seatbelt when traveling by car.
Speed limits are posted in miles
per hour (mph) and vary between
70 mph on rural interstates and
freeways and 45 mph on urban
interstates and freeways.

You may not use your cell phone
for texting while driving, and you
must use hands-free technology
tomake calls.

For construction updates,
maps, seasonal road conditions
and other information, visit
gettingaroundillinois.com

ILLINOIS TOLLWAYS
Some northern Illinois highways
require tolls for use. Rates vary;
not all toll plazas have attendants.
Electronic toll collection is
available through I-PASS or any
transponder that’s part of the
E-ZPass system.

Drivers who miss tolls have

14 days to pay online. Note the date,
time and locations of unpaid tolls—
that information will be required
when submitting payments online.

For maps, rates, online payment
options and other info, visit
illinoistollway.com

REST AREAS AND
WELCOME CENTERS
The state of Illinois serves drivers
with 53 restareas and 11 welcome
centers, located on highways
throughout the state. Open

24 hours a day, they offer restroom
facilities, picnic areas, lighted
walkways, maps, security cameras
and parking for recreational
vehicles, among other services.
For locations, visit idot.illinois.gov

ARRIVING BY PLANE
Domestic travelers can fly

direct to destinations including
Belleville, Bloomington-Normal,
Champaign-Urbana, Marion,
Moline, Peoria, Quincy, Rockford
and Springfield, as well as Chicago.

Once you land at either of
Chicago’s two major airports,
Chicago Transit Authority trains
can get you downtown. For info,
go to transitchicago.com

Regular shuttles to many Chicago
downtown hotels leave from

each airport. You can also get
ataxiorrideshare. For more
information on getting to and
from Chicago’s airports (including
renting vehicles or arranging car
services), visit flychicago.com

From O’Hare International
Airport, the Blue Line elevated
train (known as the L) takes
passengers to downtown Chicago
in about 45 minutes. Follow the
CTA Trains or Trains to City
signs at the airport. If you arrive
at the international terminal,
follow the signs to the Airport
Transit System, where you can
getafreeride to Terminal 2 and
then catch the Linto the city.

From Chicago Midway
International Airport, the
CTA Orange Line L train
takes about 25 minutes to
get to downtown Chicago.

OTHER TRANSIT
AROUND CHICAGO
Metraruns commuter rail services
from downtown Chicago to
outlying suburbs and surrounding
cities. For maps, schedules, alerts
and more, visit metra.com

The Regional Transportation
Authority serves Chicago and
its many suburbs. Its RTA trip
planner can help you figure
out how to get where you want
to go. Visit rtachicago.org

Amtrak runs trains to 29 cities
inIllinois, and Greyhound
Lines serves most major Illinois
cities. Go to amtrak.com or
greyhound.com

For more Illinois government information, visit illinois.gov

11 AND OLDER

Legal statewide,
alcohol, gambling and
other substance use by
adults may vary by city

or municipality.

il

Ifyoudrink, don’t
drive.Instead, hailacab
orusearideshare app.
The state’slegal limit for
blood alcoholis 0.08.

Sixteen casinos
operate throughout the
state; some of these
areriverboat casinos.

The Cannabis
Regulationand Tax Act
legalizesthe lawful
use of cannabis foradults
(21yearsand older).
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The Smoke-Free
Illinois Act prohibits
smokingin most public
places, including
theaters, museums,
casinos, restaurants
and bars.

Big Lincoln, an
AI Travel Assistant,
is online and
ready to help you
make plans
24/7. Find him at
enjoyillinois.com
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#ENJOYILLINOIS

Follow @enjoyillinois on Instagram to see snaps from
around the state. Tag #enjoyillinois for your chance to be featured.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT - Springfield @twofluffs;

Galena @schleuningphotography; Stoney Creek Hotel, Peoria @wanderlustdiy;
US-30, between Hinkley and Shabbona @simplicityofthree; Gaelic Park,
Bloomington @midwestmeeko; Jubilee College State Park, Peoria @discoverpeoria;
Southport Corridor, Chicago @misscoconutthedood; Chicago @parker.dachshund

80 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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